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“THE PO LITICAL EXAMINER. 


feet is ‘the maduess of many for the gaia of a few. 
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: BSERVATIONS ON THE REPORT OF THE BOARD 
_OF ENQUIRY. 


I 


o®r all the thousand feelings that have been excited by the 
fn Report of the Chelsea Board, not a single onc is in. it’s 


avour.. People express themselves according to their va- 
icties of temperament, some with conteruptuous indiffer- 
pace, some with Jaughter, with lamentation, or with mere 
‘Tage; but the jadgment is universally the same; and the 
Board néw appears to the whole nation, as it. always did 
itv the thinking part of it, a very feeble, inconsistent, in- 
cynsequent, and useless contrivance. 
in the first Report, not a word is said ditectly either 
against the Generals or the Ministry; but as facts are stated, 
implication could aotibe aveideds and by implication they 
ate both severely reprebended. “The very first paragraph, 
in which any thing like an opinion is hazarded, attributes 
ithe secure and on retreat of the encmy after the battle 
of Vimiera, solely to their superiority in cavalry. This, 
Jike every other reprehension in the Enquiry, is aa echo of 


what has been a thousand times observed by the public, and 


shews how: well-the vile system has been understood. The 
Board disapprove Sit Anvuve’s eaverness to pursue the 


E french, since on a prévious occasion, when the enemy had 
i oot half so numerous a cavalry as on the 21styhe had pursued 


“a more inconsiderable and beaten army without any marked 
advantage ;” aud the’circumstances, under which two Ge- 


gerals superseded each other in the space of 24 hours, are 
rebuked with the amazingly bold epithet of extraordinary. 


‘But after all the inquiries of the galat Board, after their 
evident disapprebation of Sir Anravn’s- haste, and Sir 


-Hanar’s aod Sir Hew's ignerance, they pronounce no 


judgment whatever, in the first Report, apon the propriety 
of the Convention, though they.sat in judgment apon this 
question and this only : they merely state that none of the 


E five distinguished Lieutenant-Generals employed on the oc- 


<asion objected to it, and therefore they think uo further 
Rrecoetae aeRee “ because,” say they, to close their 


aaa an soever seme of us may differ in 


ing the fitness of the Convention in 
etree two armies, it is our tnanimous 
deciaritivn, Sean BLE ZEAL AND FIRM- 
neo ed a 


‘tion both, abd only two 
Convention Let us observe too, that the 


aati 


Now’ in my opinion, and in the opinion, | am sure, of 
eVery sane person who can distinguish darkness from light 
or a cocked-bat from a commander, this Report is zimost as 
extraotinars a paper as the Convention itself. I need uot 
dwell upon the beatty of it’s composition, for every Ge- 
neral, God knows, is not 4 Casar Or Xenornor, though 
ithink, that from men of rank and noblemen, who have 
received a classical education, better phrases might have 
been expected than “ whether ant,” for if any,—** half the * 
cavalry a on the 21st,"—** contribute ‘for )— —** seteces 
sively stperseding’’—** becalfe, howsoever some of us may 


‘differ.”——It is much to be doubted, whether such writcrs 


are proper judges of that grammaticul meaning te 
which they say the Convention was cestricted. But if 
Wettesner's signature of a paper which he fiatly con- 
denined is to be praised for “ zeal and firmness,” if Sir 
Hews patient ignorance of every thing connected with 
Portugal and his irresolution whethet te take advice 
or not, whethér to take the command or nol, are te be 
praised as ‘zeal and firmpess,” a man of sound feelings 
has nothing to wish but to be loaded with conteniptuous 
epithets that shall do. him justice by contrast. When folly’ 
wears the laurel, wisdom should go bareheaded, The 
Board of Inquiry s¢em to have exactly copied the behavi- 
of Wetcestey, when he called the Convention an extra- 
ordinaty paper, and then signed it; for they bestow the 
same epithet on the double supersession of the Generals, 
and tiren’tell us it wants no further ibquiry, In short, 
this dgcision, if decision it ‘can be called, bad so little to 
do with the object of the inquiry, that it appeared absurd 
to the intellectual faculties of the Duke of Yoru, Who of 
all Generals must be allowed to have a delicate apprehen- 
sion of causes and efiects and a most masterly eritichm ia 
Conventions. His Royal Highness thercfore writes a let- 
ter to the President of the Board, pointing out the oml» 
sion of the Board’s opinion respecting the conditions, dx, 
&c. and requesting a more decided judgment upon the 
principles of the Convention of the [elder—I beg ‘par- 
don—what cai I be about—the Convention of Ciotra. — 

‘Upon the receipt of this letter, the inquirers. found 
that they could no longer share the general charicter of 
the first Report quietly among themselves, 40 2s ‘to dip 
vert individaal’scrutiny ; the, question of yes or no. was 
put to them; and they tock courage. and answered it, 
only oue of them disapproving the Armistice and Conven- 
this one, disapproving the 
tient 
alone gate any reasons fc the ir opinion: the” : 

oe reasons, that is, for 
ree said oe approved. The approvers, 


—- 


- 
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A 


by this system of dashing through difficulties, certainly get 
rid of one great difficnlty, which has entrapped the a 
geatlemen, particularly Lord Moina; for bow that nodie- 


man could at once Misapprove the Armistice and Conven- 


tion, and yet say that he saw no further reason for igs 
wamy sere that has roused very general astonishment, x 

J ava cure very general concern. lam afraid that through- 
out the whole transactions of the Board, there has been 
too much timidity, or courtliness, or gooduature, if they 
please, in expressing themselves upon the military charac- 
ters of the Conventionalists. But if the Members of the 
Board were made judges against their will, if they were 
vowilling (gallant souls!) to speak as they thought of the 


men before them, lest they should hurt their feelwgs and. 


injure their reputation, let them ask posers we 
feelings are mast hurt, and whose reputation most injures 
by such an attempt to sarcen the degraders of their coun: 
tey, such a miserable coquetey with that vile prostitute, 
the military system. This too, I suppose, is “ zeal and 
firmness,” for the Board must have a character them- 
selves, before they cam give it to others. Lord Mora 
has given most excellent reasons for his disapproval both 
of the Armistice and Convention; but the stronger these 
reasons arc, the weaker does his conduct appear in the 
first instance. The first few sentences of his declaration 
shew that he at once felt ashamed of his weakness, and 
yet did not know how to get rid ef his accommodating 
temper. But it isin vain that his Lordship has gained the 
reputation of the social and soldier-like qualities, it is in 
vain that he is ascholar among scholars, and a warrior 
among warriors, if he has not wisdom enough and bold- 
ness enough to oppose domestic enemics as well as forciga. 
Keformers will do nothing in these times, who “ just hint 
a fault and hesitate dislike.” ‘This is not the age, in 
which we must bow and sinirk to our encmies, aud pro- 
fess to be shocked to differ wiih them. 

It ss quite uanecessary to retrace the grounds of inquiry 
into this subject: the Convention Generals accuse each 
othes, the luquirers differ most materially with each other, 
aud the whole nation calls loudly on the Ministry. Every 
day's experience brings us nearer to the first causes of 
these things: the asccat is evident in the present instance ; 

The Convention is owing to the weakuess of oer Ge- 
acrals. 

The weakness of the Generals is owing to their want of 
a proper military cducation and spirit, aud to the mean 
gubserviency of the Ministers, 

Lastly, these deficiencies and these meannesses, are en- 
tirely owing, the former to the corruptions of the inilitary 
system, the latter to the more immediate corruptions of 
the Constitution. | 

Nothiag, therefore, will have any sound effect, but a 
reformation in both. This is plain reasoning ; it is mani- 
{pst to every honest Englishman; and I have no hesitation 
iu saying, it is irrefragable. What signifies a partial yic- 
tory eter the “ Duke of Ampayras,” or any othemDuk : 


What does it signify, whether we haye troops in reat 
gal, Spain, or France itelf? Do we conquer the genius 
andthe judgment of the French?. De we drive their 
Dukes inte the arms of parasites and prostitutes, or their 
victorious Generals upon Boards of Inquiry ? The courtiers 
may oorrnpt all the strong words of our language and use 
‘« geal and firmness” as they have used ‘* magnanimity ;” 
but | am much mistaken, if the Report of a similar Board 
in Paris, would not create mere joy in this country than 
all the victories which Sic Antoor Wetrestey or the 
Duke of Yorx himself ever obtained. 


er 
Ce 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENTE. 


} FRANCE, 
SEFENTEENTH RULLETIN OP THE ARMY OF SPAIN, 


Mapnrip, Dec. 10.—His Majesty reviewed yesterday on 
the Prado the Duke of Dantzic’s corps, which arrived the day 
before yesterday at Madrid. He expressed his satisfaction at 
ihese brave troops. To-day he reviewed the troops of the 
Confederation of the Rhine, forming the division commanded 
by Gen, Leval, The regiments of Nassau and Baden dDehaved 
well. The regiment of Hesse Darmstadt did not sustain the 
reputation of the troops of that couniry. The Colouel and Ma- 
jor appear to be men of moderate talents. 

The Duke of Istria set off on the 5th for Guadalaxera, Fle 
scoured the whole road from Saragossa and Valencia, made 
500 prisoners, and took a great deal of baggage. At Bastona 
battalion of 500 men, summoned by the cavalry, were broken 
in upon.—T he enemy’s army, beaten at Tudela and Calalaynd, 
abandoved by its Generals and a great number of soldiers, wag 
reduced to 6000 men.—On the 8th, at midnight, the Duke of 
Istria attacked at Santa Craz a corps which covered the flight 
of the enemy's army. ‘That corps was closely pursued and a 
thousand prisouers taken, It wished to throw itself ihto Anda- 
losia by Madridego, It appears to have been forced to disperse 
in (he mouniains of Cuenca, 

BIGHTEENTH BULLETIN. 


Mapaip, Dec. 12.—The Central Junta of Spain. had but 
little power; the greater part of the provinces paid it tittle 
submission, and all of them deprived it of the administration of 
the finances. It was under the influence of the lowest class of 
the people; it was governed by the minerity, Florida Blanca 
was without any credit. The Junta was under the controu) of 
two men, the one named Lorenzo Calvo, agrocer of Saragossa, 
who had in a few months obiained the title of Excellency: he 
isoue of those violent men who appear in revolutions: his ho- 
hesty was more than suspected. _The other is called Tilly, 
formerly condemned to the gailows as a thief, the younger bro- 
ther of a man of the name of Gasman, who formerly played a 
part wider Robespierre daring the reign of terror. As soon as 
any of the Members of the Janta opposed the violent measures 
that were preposed, these two wretches immediately called olt 
** Treason,” and immediately amob was collected under the 
windows of Aranjeuz. Tle extravagauce and wickedness of 
these dangerous men manifested itself upon all occasions. © As 
soon as they learnt that the Emperor was at Burgos, and be 
would soon be at Madrid, they published a declaration of war 
against France, replete with insults and folly. 

On the 11th, when the General of Division Lassalle, who was 
pursuing the enemy, arrived at Talavera de Ja Reyna, where 
the English had triumphantly passed ten days hefore, saying 
they were going to relieve the capital, a frightful spectacle met 
ve apenet the veoh A body, cloathed in the uniform of 
a Span ieneral, was pees fone illo nd pierced 
with a thousand bullets. It was whe ee dean, 
whom his soldiers in their terror and as ‘an excuse for their 
Commander, cruelly sacrificed, Tbe Bishops uf Leow and “As- 
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© torga, and 2 great number of Ecclesiastics, distinguished them- 
| sclves by their good conduct and their apostolic virtues. The 
| geberal pardon offered by the Emperor has produced a great 
| eifect. The destruction Of the duties odious to the peeple and 
F contrary to the prosperity ofthe state, and the measures which 


fenve the oumerotis class of Monks ko longer any uncertainty 


. fespecting their lot, produced a good effect, 


_ 
Tie general animadversion ts against the English, The pea- 


S sants say, in theif language, that at the approach of the French 


the English weet away te mount their wooden herses (ships.) 
NINETEENTH BULLETIN. 
Mapnip, Dic. 13.—Rosas surrendered on the 6th by capi- 


© ulation. Two thousand mem have been made prisoners. A 
| considerable quantity of artillery was found in the place. Six 


Finglish ships of the line, whiclr were at anchor in the harbour, 


would not carry away the garrison, 


The Emperor this day reviewed the whole of the united 


_ troops of the Duke of Dantzic, beyond the bridge of Segovia. 


Sebastiani’s Divisien has marched for Talavera de Ja Reyna, 
The breaking up of the Spamish troops is observed on every 


De) side. The new levies which were attempted to be raised dis+ 


perse on ail sides aud return to their homes, 
The details which we learn from the Spaniards respecting 


; the Central Junta are all of a nature to place them in the most 


Fidiculoys point of view. That Assembly has already become 
an object of contempt with all Europe, {ts Members, to the 
humbder of 86, have bestowed ‘upon themselves titles and rib- 
bons of every sort, and an annual allowance of 60,000 livres, 
Florida Blanca was a real man of straw: he is now ashamed 
of the dishonour he has brought upon his old age. As usually 
happens in such assemblies, two or three persons domineer over 
all the rest, and these two, or three persons were in the pay of 
England. The opinion held by the city of Madrid respecting 


© the Junta isnotorious;: they are as much the object of the 
= “mockery and derision as they are of the detestation of the inha- 
> bitants of the capital. 


Never was there so fine a December ; it is like the beginning 
of Spring. The Emperor avails himself of the fine weather 
to remaia in the country, one league from Madrid, 


PROCLAMATION, 


Spanrarps!—You have been misled by perfidious men. 
They have engaged you in a senseless struggle, and you have 
had recourse to arms. Is there one amongst you, who after a 
snvinents refection upon all that has passed; would not be con- 
yinced that you have heen the spert of the eternal enemies of 
the Continent, who take delight in witnessing the effusion of 
Spa.isi and French bloed? What possible result would attend 
even the success of some campaigns? An endless war upon your 
svil, and a tedious uncertainty respecting the fate of your pro- 
perties and lives. Within the space of a few months, you 


| have been delivered up to.all the afflictions of popular’ fac. 


tions, The defeat of your armies has been the werk of. some 
marches; E have eutered Madrid: the rights of war would 
justify me in making a signal example, by washing away in 
blood the outrages offered to me and to my nation: but I have 


| listened tothe dictates of clemency only. Some men, the au- 


thors of all your calamities, shall alone be punished. I shall 
speedily drive from the Peaiasnia that English army whict has 
been sent to Spain, not fur the purpote of assistance to you, 


| but to inspire you with a false confidence and to misicad you, 


i bad declared to you in my Proclamation of the 2d of June, 
that" wished to be your Regenerator. To the rights which 
had been ceded to me by the Princes of , the last dynasty, you 
wished that I should add the right of conquest. That shall not 
mate any alteration ip my intentions, I am even disposed to 
praise all that may be generous in your-effotts; Iam willing to 
admit, that yeur real-iaterests have been concealed from you, 
that the real state of things has been disguised from you.— 
Spaniards, you destiny is.in your,own hands. Reject the poi- 
tons which the English ‘have: amongst you :—let your 
King be assured of your affection and your coufidence,. and you 


will be more powerful and more bappy than ever you have 
ween. Al that obstructed ’y our prosperity aud your grand étic, 


I have destroyed ; the chaiim which have born down the peo- 
ple, I have broken; a free Constitution gives you a jimited 
and constitutional, instead of an absolute Monarchy. It de- 
pends upon yourselyes whether the Constitution shall stil con- 
tinue in your land. Bat should atl ny efforts prove fruit'ess, 
and should you not merit uy confidence, nothing will remaia 
for me but to treat you as conquered proeviuces, and to place 
my brother upon another throge. I shall then place the Crown 
of Spain upow my own head, and cause it to be respected hy 
the guilty; for God has given me power and inclination to sur- 
mount all obstacles,—-Given at our Imperial Camp at Madrid, 
Dec. 7, 1808. NaPpotton. 
MUNICIPAL SITTING, 

Thea follows an account of a Municipal Sitting, held at 
Madrid on the 9th December, which was attended by the Cor. 
regidor and all the other City Officers ;the Bishops and ine 
ferior Clergy; the body of the Nobility; the Deputations re. 
presenting the 64 Divisions of Madrid, &c.&c. The Corregi« 
dor informed the meeting that he had waited on the Emperor, 
to lay at the foot of his throne the tribute of the gratitude of 
the inhabitants of Madrid, for the kindness and clemency which 
his Majesty had shown towards that city, The Emperor con- 
versed with the Corregidor in the most benevolent manner, and 
told him that the fate of Madrid would depend on its own con- 
duct, which would be a happy one if the imhabitants adhered 
faithfully to the constitation, and acknowledged with sincerity 
their legitimate King Don Joseph Napoleon, Here the Cor- 
regidor drew a picture of the good-nature of King Joseph, 
who had employed his best dflices for the safety of the capital 
and the neighbouring cities, The meeting then reselyed that a 
fresh tribute of thanks should be presented to the Emperor, im- 
ploring hin to induige the capital with the presence of their 
King, to pardon those who had taken up arms, and to order his 
troops to respect property and religion, A similar tribute of 
thanks to Joseph Napoleon was then resolved upon, and an 
humble supplication that be would favour the city of Madrid 
with his presence, to the end that under his just and beneficent 
governneat good order, justice, and tranquillity, may be re- 
stored wii, nits walls, The proces verbal was accompanied 
by several thousand signatures, 

* IMPERTAL DECREES 

Several Imperial Decrees are subjoiued, relative to the 
Courts of Justice, the Finances, &c. &e By one of them, a 
general pardon is graoted to all Spaniards, who shall. be alle- 
giant to Bonaraatn, with the folloviag exceptions; and 
the Members of the Council of Castile are branded as cowards, 
and unworthy of being Magistrates of a brave nation The 
following persons are proscribed as avowed enemics to France 
and Spain :-—— / 

The Duke d@'Infantada 

Duke de Medina Celi 

Marquis de Santa Cruz Count de Feroan Nunes 

Count d’ Altamira Prince of Castelfrance 

Pierre Cevallos, late Mini- | Bishop of Sautander, 

ster of State. 

By another, the Inquisition is abolished; the number of 
Convents is reduced to one-third; and feadal rights are abu 
lished, | 


Duke de Hijar 
Duke de Ossuna 


SPAIN, 
[FRomM THE ParRioTic Parene,} 
ROYAL DECREE. 

The Sopretne Céntral Junta, considering that it is not suffi. 
cient for a nation newly engaged in war with ai latrepid and 
expérienced enemy, ta have numerous armies; but that it is in- 
dispeusible that ai] the inhabitants should be soldiers, and that 
every house shoutd be Yn inexpiugnable fortress; considering, 
also, that our former Goverpmevt, confiding ‘in an alliance 
which ft beticved sincere, bad the feeble condescention to sufer 
the military spirit, which f§ Vdebtified’ with the Spanish chas 
racter, to evaporate so, that it has heen necessary to creata fe 
eutitely anew; and that, thoagh our new soldier: are all agi 
diated with thit valeur whiek patrivtien ittsy tres, perth 
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cionot but be wautwe a the knawle 
rience, which, however, is speedily acg 


dge of tactics aod expe- From that 
aired im the field of | be exempted as shew any 


battle, where only it can be found, and when acquired, must 


render them invincible: 


Toe Government has therefore re- | the necessary zeal, 


solved to adopt the most evergetic aod effectual mea ures, | 


authorising and granting (ull powers to all towns and consider- 
able villages to oppose to the evemy such a resistance that if, 
uufortunately, he should be able to penetrate to them, every 
siep nay cost hima victory; that to the end the whole nation 
may be united, and every means employed, suitable to the de- 
feoce af the particular part of the country where the evemy is 
found, that bis progress wav be retarded, his movements im- 
peded, and that we may convince bim w hat may be dove by 
patrivtisa, resolved to conquer or dic. 

lo consequence of this determination, which no doubt will 
Animate all the inhayitants of this kingdom with that heroism 
which their brethren have manifested in the repeated attacks 
taey have hitherto sustained, and being ultimaicly convinced, 
that the means to prevent our crucl enemy from polluting our 
soil with his horrid crimes and sacrileges, is to augment the 
army under the command of the Marquis dela Romana, and to 
raise another to defeud the posts of Manzana) and Sanabria, 
hus decreed: — 

1. That withii the term of eight days, the contingert of each 
province for the first conscription shall be completed. 

11. That tiris being completed, considering the urgent neces- 
sity of reinforcing the army with the greatest rapidity, and 
covering the entrances of the kingdom, a new enlisting shall be 
began of all the males who are unmarried, or widowers with- 
out children, from the age of 15 to 45, without admitting any 
other exceptions than those provided by the regulation of the 

lsth of November, published by the Supreme Central Junta, 

[ The other articles reiste only to the particular regulations 
for colisting, arming, &e. this new aofiliiia or conscription. } 

Juans Inwnocencto Martinez, 

Kingdom of Gallicia, Dec, 14, 1808. 

Sarina, Xf. 
GENERAL IN CulEr, SX. 

By an express just arrived, | have received the follew- 
ing oflicial commumieation from his Excellency D. Martin 
de Gary, Secretary General, and Member of the Supreme 
Ceniral Junta of Goverumeot, &e. 


* Most Excetitent Stu, 
‘The King and Lord, Ferdioind VIT. and, in his Royal 
pame, the Supreme Junta of Government of the kingdom, 
omitting 00 means which cua any Ways promote the safety and 
prosperity of the nation, bas thought proper to resolve, that 
your Excellency is not only to command the army of which you 
are General in Chief, but also the aruties of Old Castile, Leon 
Auurias, aod Gallicia, superintending with regard to all the 
said armies of the troops, and the niass, and putting in requi- 
sition the horses, males, and other necessaries which are re- 
quired to augment our army, aud put it on that respectable 
footing which the present extraordinary circumstances require 
His Majesty has been informed, and secs with the deepest com 
crru, that to the want of subordination, cowardness is added 
by many, wheuce arises that scandalous desertion which excites 
astonishment in our allies; and damps their geveral ardour 
This condact, so contrary to the sentiments of true Spaniards, 
and which enunot be corrected by mild meusures, demands thay 
your Exeeliency should check it with all the rigour of militar 
law, exteading the punishment to all thode who assist ar aa 
tect deserters. For this purpose bis Majesty invests your Ex- 
cellency with the most ample power which may be Tequired to 
cause yourself promptly and implicitly to be obeyed, and rouse 
the enthusiasm, which begins to slacken in the provinces, and 
especially in Old Castile. To attain that end, extraord! 

end vigorous measures are required, calculated to sectre the 
safety, which cannot be done without the prompt aad exein- 
wey a of the vile and degenerate wretches, who de- 
sonaiey and their King, by usurping the title of their 

the) cowardly resign them to the enemy, 


- 


DON FreoRno canoe ¥ MARQUIS OF HOMANA, 


i 


| 


severe pupishinent such justices and. places are not to 
indolence in checking disorder and 


te your Excellency’s orders with 

His Majesty invesis you with such great 
that you may be able to auswer the implicit 
7 in your energy and. zeal , the ne- 
cessary orders have been dispatched for that purpose. to the 
respective Juntas of Governuent, that they may possess full 
knowledge thereof, and obry your Excellency, to whom L 
communicate the above royal order, for your information, 
and compliance with the same, God preserve your Excellency 
many years, 

‘6 RUS, ‘“ Mantin De Gary.” 
To the Marquis de Romana, &c.” 

In pursuance thereof I ordain, that all the inhabitants of the 
kingdom of OJd Castile, Leon, Asturias, and Gallicia, of from 
16 to 45 years of age, are immediately to arm themselves with 
such muskets, carbines, pistols, sabres, and every other descrip- 
tion of arms as they have in their possession. That all young 
men, unmarried, or widowers, without children, are to re- 
pair, without the least delay, to the places which shai! be 
pointed ont by the Junta of Government iu the respective pros 
vinces and districts, to be immediately incorporated with the 
armies. AlJlI other persons shal! also arm to defend the entrance 
of their respective provinces. All horses and mutes belonging 
to any persons whomsoever, and put ina state of requisition, 
are immediately to be delivered up for the use of the armies. 

All armourers ‘and smiths are, in preference to any other 
business, to devote their exertions to the fabrication of arms 
and pikes; the latter being destined for such inhabitants as 
cannot be supplied with avy sort of arms, All persons re- 
fusing to enlist, or deliver up horses, mules, and other necessa- 
ries, shall be committed as traitors to their country, and be 
punished iv an exemplary manuer. All vile deserters shall be 
shot as soon as apprehended, without any exception or mercy . 
Cowards, who in an engagement with the enemy, are the first 
to run away and cause disorder and coufusion, may be killed 
on the spot for their own punishment, and as an example to 
others, All those gallant defenders of their country, worthy 
of the heroic Spanish name, who distinguish themselves by 
deeds of superior valour, shall be rewarded in such a manner, 
that their names be handed down to posterity with those marks 
of public approbation, which shall be best calculated to im- 
morialize their glory. Marquis De La Romana. 

Hicad-quarters, Leon, Dec. 1808. 

OFFICIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Don Jose Palafox, General in Chief of the army of Arra- 
gou, under date of the 2d December, made the following report 
to the Supreme Central Junta ;—‘* The enemy, from 12 to 
15,000 strong, supported by 2000 horse, attacked, on the Ist 
instant, the extensive line of the canal of Arragon, near Sara-. 
gossa. The bridge, defended by the intrepid Arragonese, was 
three times taken and retaken. The division of Asturian troops, 
which serves in this army, behaved with the utmost gallantry, 
and attacked the evemy with such uncommon intrepidity and 
spirit, that they completely touted and compelled bim to re- 
treat with the utmost precipitation, notwithstanding his great 
superiority in numbers, He left 2000 k¥iled on the field of 
rere is ave wan. connie by his complete defeat, that if he 
ao eneaees ets: was merely indebied for 
of sallerdiaitienead dint seating 

pline which prevailed among some of 

our troops. let them imitate the perseverance of the Arro- 

genese, and their obedience to their Generals and Chiefs, and 

the enemy will soon experience that neither the rapidity of his 

movements, with his boasted superiority in tactics, can subdue 
a nation which has sworn to live and die free. $ 

’ paniards, let 

us fulG! that sacred oath. God, the king, the coumtry, our 

x ee it from us. Let usngt frustrate their 

rieaeeeienge oe 


[Ut is @ singular ancedote connected mith the following 


confusion, or do net execu 


authority, in order 
confidence which he places 


; 


Pro- 
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clamation, that the Junta objected to its publication at the 
time, when it was proposed to carry its objects into exe- 
cution by the retreat of the troops uoder-Sir David Baird ; 
but whea that measure was abandoned, the dhjection was 
removed, and. they themselves ordered the publication with- 
out communicating their intention to the British Coukmander. J 


PROCLAMATION OF SIR DAVID BAIRD, 
** Hlead-quarters, Astorga, Ist Dec, 1808. 

‘* The events that haye: occurred in Biscay, 2gd in the 
neighbourhood of the Ebro, have made it indispeusably neces- 
sary that the British troops should be concentrated, in order 
more etfectually to assist and support the Spanish uation in the 
heroic exertions she is app)ving for the defence of ber inde- 
peudence. Uuder these circumstances, Licutenant-Geberal Sir 
D.-Baird, Commander of the British Division in Castile and 
Leon, informs the royal subjects of these kingdoms, that he has 
just received orders from his, Excellency Sir J. Moore, Com- 
mander in Chief of his Britannic Majesty's army in Spaia, to 
unite his forces with those of the said General, withvat loss 
of time, by the road fo Portugal. 

** The object of this movement is in no respect to evacuate 
Spain, or te abandon a cause so dear to Great Britain, The 
only design is to combine the whole of the British furces, in 
order tu cpable them to act in a situation where they can ren- 
der iaeir services more beneficial, 

** Galicia, strong by nature, does not require for its pro- 
tection 4 mere numerous army, nor can it possess a more gal- 
Jant one than the army of the left; composed principally of 
the courageous youth of the Kingdom (Province), which is 
now unitéd in Leon under the orders of the. highly distinguish- 
ed Commander his Excellency the Marquis de la Romana. 
The resert of more troops, iw the present circumstances, in the 
defiles of the mountains, would be prejudicial, since they would 
consume the provisions and other resources of the country, 
without increasing its security, 

‘To the worthy inhabitants of these kingdoms the most 
gtateful acknowledgments are due from the British forces, for 
the hospitality and friendship with whieh they have been 
treated in every situation; and the Lientenant-Ceneral hopes 
the feclings of reciprocal attachment and respeet will prevail, 
not only now, but that they will continue tv animate both na- 
tions to the latest posterity, 

** In taking leave of the subjects of this part of the Penin- 
sula, the Lieutenant-General feels it to be his duty to exhort 
them, by the leyalty they owe to the Sovereign, by the af- 
fection they bear to their families, and by all-that is sacred in 
religion, toacite for the protection of their country. 

** Unless the Government and the people combine their ut- 
most eifurts ia) this just and honourable cause, Spain will be 
exposed to the most serious danger; but if these endeavours 
be not wanting, under the direction of Divine Providence, al! 
will terminate in yietory and. happiness,” 

Lvco, Dec. 24,--The latest accounts from Head-quar- 
ters, state it to be the intention of Sir J. Moove to advance 
with all possible expedition to. Burgos, with a view of -get- 
ting into the rear of theencmy: but we are here completely 
ignorant, as weil of the stredigth of the latter as of the furce 
destined to attack him: in fact, it is impossible to decide 


- on the propriety of this movement: every confidence is, 


however, placed m the acknowledged talents of the Gene- 
ral. Of Madrid we lave no certain information, though 
there is much ‘reason to’suppose’ it in possession of the 
French, . Our cavalry hase had some bitter affairs near Be- 
nevente, where 400 of our brave fellows-have defeated: 


- double their number of the enemy, and made near 300 


prisoners; iu all, not less than 700 have been taken. The 
snow has fallen-in immense quantities, which has rendered 


the roads nearly impassible ; notwithstanding which, and | 
_ other difteulties, the tréops have borte'the fatigues of a 


= @ 


long march with their usual perseverance, and have be- 
haved well. 

Benevente, Dec. 24.—The brave corps of English ca- 
valry which embarked at Corunna, dnd which, from its 
spleudid and military appearance, was the admiration of 
wil who beheld it, has, under the orders of Lord Paget, co- 
vered itself with glory, On the 20th inst, 400 British at- 
tacked, at Sahagan, 900 French cavalry, part of a-corps of 
from 12 to 13,000 men, which is in the valley of Saldana ; 
the English fought with such valour that they put the enc- 
my to flight, making 260 prisoners, besides 30 killed, and 
several wounded. 

Corunna, Dec. 29.—We look with much anxiety to 
the next accounts froin the army, as, from the approach- 
ing vicinity to the enemy, a battle may soon be expected 
to take place. The whole force undpr Sir J. Moore cousisis 
of 46,000, of which 10,000 are Spanish, detached from 
the army of the Marquisde ia Romana; at least such ts the 
report of the day. Our troops are represented as being in 
the highest spirits, and desirous of meeting the encmy.—— 
The 7th dragoons has had much skirmishing with the 
French cavalry, aud, in one affair, defeated a hady of 900 , 
of which they made 300 prisoners. Our loss was triflmg. 
We absolutely know nothing posilive respecting Madrid, or 
of the enemy's force in that quarter, Various letiers an- 
nounce, that the French were in possession of El Retiro, 
and had placed guards in different parts of the city; but 
that they could not compel the Mhabitants to give ap their 
arms. Other accounts state, that it has capitulated, Jar. 
eelona -is reported to have surrendered to the English and 
Spaniards, afier a most destructive bembardment. 

a NR AHO I RRS 


PROVINCIAL INTELLIGENCE, 
ES at 

A most daring highway rebbery was committed on Thurs 
day se’nnight, on the road leading from Bungay to Norwich, 
Mr. Josephson and Mr. Cohen, both of the latter place, were 
returning home in a one-horse gig, when they were stopped, 
near Trowse, by three footpads, who rifled them, oF thirty 
guineas and a silver watch. The robbers then obliged the 
two Gentlemen to descend from their vehicle, iu which they 
took their seats, and rode of. The most singular circum. 
stance, however, is, that articles of jewellery, to the amount 
of 8601. were secreted in the gig, and of which, no doubt, they 
had received intelligence, and thus became possessed off, The 
hotse, gig, and the two boxes (in which the jewellery had 
heen packed) empty, have been found in a lane leading from 
Norwich to Bixley, The robbers are said to have been gow 
teelly habited.- 

A more affecting case than the following has seldom occur. 
red. The wife of Mr. Middleton, afarmer at Winmoor, pear 
Heslerton, upon the Wolds, in Yorkshire, with her infant 
child, her sister and the house-keeper, had beenat a farm- 
house of Mr. Middleton's, at same litVe distance, and set out on 
their return home iv the afternoon of Saturday se’nnight. Two 
men belonging to the farm had been with Mr, Middleton af- 
terwards, and told him of the party having left the farm, but 
supposed, as the day was so stormy, they inust have returned, 
with ai intention of stoppig there for the night. Should this 
not prove'to be the case, the men proposed to go back iinme- 
diately to Mr, Middleton, and infowus him of it. ~ Not hearing 
any thing from them, Mr, Middleton supposed the party had 
returned and were safe, About ten u’clock at night, honever, 
as he was going to book after seme shetp near the house, his 
foot struck agaiust something, which, on examination, proved 
to be the body of a dead child; and his astonistimeut aud af. 
fliction may be more easily conceived than expressed, whey he 
found it to be his pwo and- only daughter, Qu making fardior- 
search immediately, his wife gad house~ec yer, aud yin wilt's 
aN oe. , ; 
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the two 


sister, were found at a short distance, nearly lifeless ; 
former are recovering, but his sister bad lost the use of he: 
limbs, aad little hopes are entertained of her rezaiving the use 


of them. 
OT EE ST TES 


TUESDAY'S LONDON GAZETTE. 
mean 
Admiralty-Ofice, Jan. 1809. 

Capy of a Letter from Captain Thomas Harvey, of his Ma- 
jesty’s ship the Standard, dated off Corfu, 26th June, 1508, 
to Vice-Admiral Lord Collingwood, Commander in Chief 
in the Mediterranean, and transmitied by the latter to the 
Hon. William Wellesley Pole. 

Myr Lenp—At day-light this morning I feil in with La 
Volpe, Italian gun-beat, commanded by Ensign de, Vaissean 
Micheif Mangin, carrying an iron four-pounder, with twenty 
men, wellarmed, The Legere, Freach dispatch boat, with 
a well armed crew of 14 men, was with La Volpe, At nine, 
the wind failing, I sent the pinnace, with Lieutenant Richard 
Cull, and the eight-oared cutter, with Captain Nicholls of the 
Royal Marines (both volunteers) in chase. After two hours 
row ing, the weather very het, they approached La Volpe, 
who commenced a fire of muskeiry upon them, which was re- 
turned with the swivels, and when near, with muskets. On 
the baats approaching each quarter to board, the gun-boat 
pulled short round, and fired at the cutter both round and 
grape; the boats dashed ut him, when he struck, and was 
taken possession of by Captain Nicholls; Lieutenant Cull im- 
mediately pushed on in chase of La Legere. Some time pre- 
tious to this I bad dispatched the yaw!, with Lieutenant John 
Alesander, to be ready to cut her off; which affording him 
the opportunity of obliging her to run on shore about four 
wiles worthward of Cape St. Marv, the crew formed on the 
rocks abuve her, and eideavoured to prevent the yawl’s ap- 
proach; but she was taken possession of by Lieutenant Alex- 
ander, who was immediately after joined by Lieutenant Cull 
and Captain Nicholls; they towed her out, under a fire of 
rousketry from the shore, which was returned by our marines 
bi the boats with great spirit; one of the Frenchmen was seen 
killed, A French Emsign de Vaisseau was passenger in La 
Legere, Y was much gratified on the return ef the boats in 
hearning we had not ¢uffered, 

In this little aflair, the gallantry and good conduct of the 
officers and men concerned gave me very great satisfaction; 
both Captain Nicholls and Lieutenant Cull speak in high terms 
of the assistance they received fram Messr2. Haines and Pare 
ker, master’s mates of the Standard, 

Monsieur Monier, Eusign de Vaisseau, on the Staff of Gene- 
tal Dougelet of Corfn, way taken in La Volpe, I burnt both 
Weck, I remain, Ac. Tuomas Hanvey., 

ea 
BANKRUPTCY SUPERSEDED, 
W. Jones, Great Portiand-street, coach-maker, 
BANKRUPTS, 

J, Dawson, Tottington, Lancashire, inukeeper, to surrender 
oe a at five, 17, and Feb, 14, at elevep, at the White 

on he ater, Attorpvey, Mr. Parker, Bury. 

J. Smith, 2 Gham, mercer, Jan. 38. 19, and Feb,-14, at 
var, at the Punch Bowl, Nottingham, Attornics, Messrs. 
Bigsby aud Wells, Nottingham, 

. DIVIDENDS, 

Feb, = W. Hope, Maychester, grocer,—Jar, 20, W. Cow- 
ae ral arilusen Manchester, manafactarers.— 
14. J. Bas . > » Slanchester, cordwainer,—Feb, 

e, Bury St. Edmunds, money-scrivencr.—Feh. 

14. B. Betts and A, Smith, Basinghall-street, fa 

: . ctors,—. 

Jan, 24. M, Joel, Migh-street, Shoreditch, dealer in glass. 
Feb. 14. C, Gloyer, Albemarle-strert, upholsterer,—Jan 

3°. 'N. Harry and ©, H. Jones, Liverpuol, merchants. 

dau. 7, W. Cowperthwaite, Old Pish-strect, grocer, : 


yaw. 24, 


S4TURDAY’S LONDON GAZETTE. 
Or, , 


Admiralty-Office, Jan. 7. 

Copy of a Letter from Vice- Admiral Lord Cat eo 
mander in Chief of his Majesty’s Ships and Yesse . ~ m9 
Mediterranean, to the Hon. W. W. Pole, dated on board the 
Ocean, off Toulon, the 19th of October, 1808, 

se a letter which E have just received from 

ain of the Imperieuse, stating the services 

which he has been employed in on the coast of AER re 
Nothing can exceed the activity and zeal with w ve bs 

Lordship pursues the enemy. ‘The success which ae f is 

enterprizes clearly indicates with what skill and ability they 


ides keeping the coast m constant alarm, 


are conducted ; bes! 
causing 2 total suspension of the trade, and berassing a body of 


ed in opposing him, he has, probably, prevented 
ear elebeas witel act intended for Figueras, from oboe 
into Spaio, by giving them employment in the defence of their 
caasts, 
Gh ihe coast towards Genoa the enemy has been equally 
annoyed by the Kent and Wizard. Those ships are -_ 
that station some time to prevent the French ship sailing from 
Genoa, and have almost entirely stopped the onty trade the 
enemy had, which is in very small vessels :—during their cruize 
there they have taken and destroyed twenty-three of those 
coasters. I inclose the letter of Captain Rogers, giving an ac- 
count of the attack made at Noli, and the eapture of the vessels, 
in the Road.—I have the honour to be, &c. 
CoOLLINGWOopD. 
Imperieuse, Gulf of Lyons, Sept, 28, 1808. 

My Lorp,—With varying opposition, but with unvaried 
success, the newly constructed Semaphoric Telegraphs, which 
are of the utmost consequence to the safety of the numerous con-~ 
voys that pass along the coast of Fraucé, at Bourdiqne, La 
Pinede, St. Maguire, Frontignan, Canet, and Foy, have been 
blows up and completely demolished, together with their tele- 
graph-houses, 14 barracks of the Gens d’ Arms, or Douanes, one 
battery, and the strong tower upon the Lake of Frontignan, 

Mr, Mapleton, First Lieutenant, had command of these ex 
peditions; Lieut. Johnson had charge of the field-pieces, and 
Lieut. Hore of the Royal Marines. To them and to Mr. Gil, 
christ, Assistant-Surgeon; Mr. Gurney, gunner, Messrs. Stewart 
and Stovin, Midshipmen, is due whatever credit may arise 
from sach mischief, and for having with so small a force drawn 
about two thousand troops from the important fortress of Fis 
gueras in Spain, to the defence of their own coast, 

The conduct of Lieutenants Mapleton, Jolmson, and Here, 
deserves my best praise, as wel) as that of the ather Officers; 
Royal Marines, and Seamen, 

I have, &e, _ 
Right Hon, Lord Collingwood, &c, &c, 

Then follows a letter from Capt. Rogers, of his Majesty's 
ship Kent, off Genoa, detailing particulars of the capture of: 
10 deeply laden coasters, protected by a gun-boat, and at an- ~ 
chor close to the beach, abreast of the town of Noli, The 
hoats of the Kent and Wizard were towed in by Capt, Perris; 
of thelatter They found the yessels fastened to the shore by 
ropes from their keels and masteheads; they therefore pulled 
resolutely to the beach, exposed to the fire of two guns from 
the gui-boat, two field-pieces ina grove flanking the beach, 
@ heavy gun in front of the town,. and cantinded fire of mus< 
ketry from the houses; but our brave tars lea from the 
boats, and rushed undauntedly om the enemy, The heavy gun 
was soon spiked by Liewt. Chasman, second of the: Kent, 
commanding the seamen, aud Lieut, Hanlon, the marines. 
considerable force of regular iroops were, dislodged from the 
grove by Capt. Rea and Lieut. Grant, of the marines, who 
brought off the two field pieces, Jn the mean time Lieute- 
nants Lindsay, Moresby, and Bisset, who drove the enethy 
from the heaci, took possession of the gun-boat, separated the | 
vesscls from their fastenings, and our. people having 
brought the vessel out, Ove mao was killed. One badly wou 
(since dead), The enemy had many killed, ‘The ge 


Sir,—lI enclo 
Lord Cochrane, Capt 


CocnRane, 


* 
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was hatronal, with 45 men. The boats of the Kent and Wizard 

also brought out from ander the guns of a fort three laden vessels 

and berat a foerth. 

Then follows an account of the capture by Capt. Pigot, of 
his Majesty’s ship Circe, of Martinique, of the French cor- 
vette Palineur, of 6 guns and 79 men, mostly soldiers.— 
Also of the French brig Pytades, of 16 gums and 109 men, by 
his Majesty’sship Pompee, Capt. Coékbura, off Barbadoes.— 
Also of the capture (by the enemy) of his Majesty’s brig Maria, 
of 16 guns and 65 men, by Le Sards, a large French corvette 
of 22 heavy guns.‘ Phey fought ina dead alm, and when the 
Ensign haniyards were shot away, the French Captain asked, 
“* Had we struck.” Lieut. Bennett answered, ‘* No,” when 
he was shertly killed by three grape shot. Phe brig kept firing 
and did not strike till she was sinking. She afterwards wen 
on shore, a wreck. Mr. O'Donnell, Midshipman, was also 
killed and four seamen, with 9 wounded, in this galtaat affair, 

na 
BANKRUPTS. 

J. Poore, Mill-lane, Tooley-street,, Southwark, tighterman, to 
sorrender Jan. 10, 2}, and Feb. 18, at eleven, at Guildhall, 
Attorney, Mr. Lee, Three Crown-court, Southwark. 

T. Stone; Wilton, Hereford, cornfacior, Jan. 9, 19, and Feb. 
” 48, at eleven, at the Rummer Tavern, All Saints-lane, Bris- 
tel. Attorney, Mr. Martin, Exchange-buildings, Bristol, 
J. Woolf, Liverpool, merchant, Feb. 1, 2, and 18, at eleven, 

at the Globe ‘Pavern, Liverpool. Attorney, Mr. Pritt, 

Water-street, Liverpool. 

N. Blannin, Westbury-upon-Trim, Gloucester, timber-mer- 
chant, Jan. 21, Feb. 4, 18, at ten, at Guildhall, Londow, 
Attornies, Messrs. Field and Sheargold, Clifferd’s Inn. 

5S. Sampson and C. Chipcuase, Bread-street, silk mercers, 
Jan, 10, 24, and Feb, 18, at twelve, at Guildhall. Attor- 
nies, Messrs. Carpenter and Bailey, Basinghall-street. 

; DIVIDENDS. 

Jan. 31. Wm. Wright, Ashby-de-la=Zouch, Leicestershire, 
draper.—Feb. 3. W. Hope, Brampton, Cumberland, ma- 
nufacturer.—Feb. 16. T. Blaney, Bouverie-street, White- 
friars, merchaot.—Jan. 31. G. W. Burgess, | e T. Lockyer, 
aod R. Gill, Bristol, linen-drapers.—Feb. 7, J. Parkinson 
and J. Stork, St. Saviour’s Church-yard, Sosthwark, hop- 
factors.—Jan. 28. T. G. and T. Francis, jun. Cambridge, 
merchants. 

CERTIFICATES—Jin. 28. 

W. P. Roper, London, merehant.—A.R.L. Delauney, Blake- 
ley, Lancaster, dyer.—G. Elliott, Winchester-street, imer- 
chant.—G,. Danson, and J. Walmsley, Liverpool, merchants. 
—G. Forster, Easter Dichesfield, Northumberland, miller, 
—J. Askew, New Bridge-street, Blackfriars, straw-hat- 
manufacturer.—J. Trafford, Froddingham, Liacalo, beast- 
jobber.—W. Smith, Wolverhampton, butcher.—H. Henry, 
Liverpool, taylor.—R. Mordey, Bishop-Wearmouth, Dur- 
ham, ship-owner.—W. Hawksey, Liverpool, merchant. 


PRICE OF STOCKS THIS DAY. ; 
. Consols....... eevee eees 67 | Red. Aun. oeer coeces Oe 
SL LL ALLS ON Ce 


The Tarte, Prarracer; and Innoex, for tke Exsminea of 
last year, will be ready for delivery ou Sunday next. 


Many interesting Commupications are coe for wagt of 
room. . 
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Beniieak Sanvany 8, 


Reronrs shane ke pulang: tap Cote arrets ccoceien st thee» 
giuning of the week; only to subside at the end of it. 
At this minute nothing certain is kiiown respecting- the 


ee Feither of English, ee A 
B, issied on “Wtonday,” said that letters of 


i | THe BLAMING) 23 


hoo 


the 16th ~Desember had been received from Sir Jonny 
Moore, who was thera ferming a junction witl Sir Dayro 
Barro and marching with the hope of mecling Sovrr. 
Four hundred liorse of Lord Pacer's brigade are stated 
to have charged and. put to the route 900 of the enemy's 
cavalry, who lost half their number. This is a revival of 
thé old chivalrous maxim, one Englishman against two 


; Frenchmen, which used to make us all so valiant when 


little boys. Nor is. Lord Pacey’s exploit improbable, 
when we consider the acknowledged iwresistibility of the 
English charge, whether of cavalry or infantry; and a 
simple. attack of this kind is a miniature, though a yery 
small one, of that system of pointed and powerful deci- 
sion, that system of the wedge, in short, with which 
Bonaraete conquers the greatest obstacles. There caw 


be little doubt that a division of English. soldiers, stout 


as. they are in limb and in temperament, would always 
master @ hostile division of this kind in the same way. Kt 
is only when the decision becomes more intellectual, when 
it depends.en Generals rather than on their men, that the 
enemy’s superiority isto be apprehended, Sir J, Moore is 
universaHy esteemed a man of undoubted courage and 
skill, but his opponents, Sourr and Sepastiani, have 
not only courage and skill too in a most eminent degree, 
but we may be assured that in case of check in the first in. 
stance, there are armies in reserve ready to. peur in upon 
their assistance ; and if Moore were Martsoroves him- 
self, it is not to be expected that he could be ultimately 
victorious, when he has little or no assistance from home 
or from his allies, and labours under the corruptions of 
sueh a detestable military system. The courtier nows- 
papers. are anxious to convince us that the Ministers know 
nothing of the state of the French armies in Spain: what 
sort of a compliment this is, 1 kaow not; but it has been 
very reasonably calculated that at this minute there are 
more than 200,000 Fvenchmen there, of whom the Mini- 
stry, it seems, know nothing. Notwithstanding..the at- 
tempts that may be made to confuse the publie observa, 
tion by misrepresenting, miscalculatiug, misdating, and 
misdirecting the French operations in Spain, it is toler. 
ably evident by this time, that the. object of. the’ 


jiwo armies of Soucy and Szsastians, the former of 


whom has reached the north of Spain, on the other 
side. of us, while the latter has been marching up 
to. Gallicia on this, is to enclose us, a-la-catcer, and 
lurnour flank. (very day, therefore, draws the Gordian 
knot tighter, and if Sir Joux does not make haste to ‘pre, 
vent the two, mighty arins from uniting, he must even 


cut through it, like Avexawngn, if he can. The chances, 


as far as i can judge from intelligence, seem to haye ‘deen 
in favour of a retreat on Gallicia, where a victory might 
have opened to bim a clear champaign fer his operations, 
for even if he can manage to, cut, through Sours‘ disi- 
sion, he will, only have new i | 
north-eastern part of Spainywe. may be assured, whatever 
the Ministry may know of the French argue, that there is 
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a powerful reserve wailing the opportunity or the necessity 
of attacking us, in case we do not retreat. It must be the 


because it is the great ambition, of Naro- 


great object, 
rc- 


ieon, to beat us in our own persons; and it mast be 
collected, that this is not a mere campa2igu of one General 
with another, of Sout with Moons, or Sezastiay! with 
Baiao, but 2 war of the greatcst military power of modern 
times, against 2 most corrupt and prostituted system. 


meme 

The 17th, 18th, and 19th Freneh Bulletins arrived im 
this country by the same singular conveyance av the for 
ther ones. | They preseat the sanie stamp of Bowararre’s 
fien, or at any rate of the pea which he guides, the same 
pithy decision, the same savage irony, aud the saiuve al- 
fernate passion and complacency. In the comimenceinent 
he expresses his salislacuion with such of the troops of the 
Confederation of the Rhine as beliaved well, but then, 
Biesrs. Inquirers, he expresses his dissatisfaction with those 
who-behaved iff. He docs not call irresolation aud incon- 
sistency * zeal and firmmess.”—*‘ ‘Phe regiments of Hesse 
Darinstadt did not sustain the reputation of the troops of 
that country,”’—He tells them so: he does not hint it.— 
« The Colonel and Major appear to be men. of moderate 
talents.” He does not say a word of ‘*-zeal and firmness :” 
he does not receive these “ men of moderate talents’ 
with amiles at the levee or at head-quarters ; he does not 
even look at them with a polite and blinking bashfulness, 
that feels hurt and dares not say so.—These things make a 

difference. 

Upon the overthrow of the Inquisition, I have already 
remarked: and the new Proclamation of the Emreror 
shews that he does nothing whatever from principle. It is 
perhaps the most violent piece of unprincipled avowal that 
ever issued from his pen. His love is as furions as his ha- 
tred. He first opens his arms to the Spaniards, and then 
threatens them most dreadfully if they do not come. This 
threat is indeed the most flattering compliment he has hi- 
therto made to the feelings of his new subjects. His opi- 
pions on governments secm to have been decidedly changed 
since he headed his !ctters to the Directory with * Liberty 
and Equality ,” he has quite deserted the rightsof man for 
the rights of sovereigns; and I do not know whose rage for 
rights is more fantastic, Tom Patwe’s or hisown. “To the 
rights,” he says in a bitter tone of irony, “ which had been 
geded to meby the Princes of the last dynasty, you wished that 
I should add the right of conquest.” The threat consista of 
& resolution to place the crown on his own’ head, and to 
trpat tie country as a conquered province in case of jt’s 
obstinacy. Josern, I suppose, iu this event, would be 
al be pues, tree’ ere ae Pago 

a , re are plenty of 

ae berinpe ike parvshewnaro 
a most singular sentence, 

y given ing ik tar tbclinaiod 

to surmount all obstacles.” “This is a piece of awfat pre- 


the precise style of all the fatalist conqueror 
“Moaaxuster, to the In- 
the Twelfth. It is at 


sumption, ia 
from Avexaxper to Attia, to 
dian conquerors, aiid to Cuanves 


once the best and the worst excuse of these mighty, these: 


miserable mea. 
—— ae 


Our readers will see in the Gazette of last night a most 
happy account of the proceedings of the naval forces 
under Lord Cocwpraws. © What a comparison do not these 
exploits provoke with our military measures‘ Not ** zeal 
and firemmess?’ to be sure: God forbid it should be 
“* zeal and firmness;” but it is the effect of good educa- 
tion, good example, and the want of Court interest : it 
is resolution, consistency, vietery. 

§r 

=e 

The following Nove was on Monday issued from Lord 
Casrceneacu’s Office, as the substance of dispatches re- 
ccived in the course of the morning from Spain':— 

“ Downing-street, Jan, 2. 1809, 

“6 Letters of the 16th December, dated Toro, have been re- 
ceived from Lieutenant-General Sir Joun Moons, who was 
then forming a junction with Sir Davin Batrp, and was 
marching with the hope of falling in with Marshal Sounr, 
who had ‘béen ordered to make himself master of Leon and 
Zamora. Brigadier-General Cstanurs StEwWaART, with part 
of the 18th Light Dragoous, had surprised and taken a detach- 
ment of cavalry and infantry at Rueda, with about20,0001. in 
value, of catton, which the French had collected. They had 
also taken a patrole of an offi¢er and 22 dragoons. * Sher oop 

Suicipbe.— Yesterday morning, while Mrs. Segrove was. 
at breakfast at her house in Lambert-place, Mary-le-bone, 
New Road, she was alarmed by the. sudden report of a 
pistol; and on gving into the bed-room ef the second 
floor, she was shocked at beholding a gentleman, who had 
been only. twenty-four-hours in the apartments, lying on 
the floor streaming with blood. He had, it appeared, shot 
himself with a sual! pistol, and the ball had gone from the 
throat through the back part of the’ head. The deceased 
had taken the apariments by the name of _Mansexy, and 
he had a servant with him. That however was*not his 
real name, he was a Captain in the army, of goud con- 
nections, and had not been out-of his apartments from the 
time of entering them. ; ; 

Mr. Sweucy, whose death we announced in out last, was 
an excellent miniature painter. His colouring was rich, 
his effects pleasing, his gradations soft, his finishing deli- 
cate, He was often felicitous in fancy subjects decribing 
Juliets aod Musidoras, but in his many attempts at histori- 
cal miniatures of a more spirited class, he invariably failed. 


THEATRICAL EXAMINER. 
| No. 38, 


; — 
The new Comedy of Man and W. ife. 

A new comedy called Man and Wife, le Mets tev 
than One, was produced on Thursday night, from the pen 
of Mr. Anwoxp, a gentleman by no means ambitious of 
reforming the bad taste of the stage. The Daily Papers, 
with all their good nature, seem to have beén ‘ata los 
with the plot, which, if it is perfectly intelligible im what 
it has copied from novels, is.not a little | 
in what it attempts of pricinality 
Willoughby Worrett It 


cinliy.” The guanela of 5 
his Indy, and their attempts 
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‘ferce their daughter Helen into a marriage with “Lord 
‘Austencourt, are all very old and very plain: the family- 
guarrels of Lord-dustencourt,and his attempt to impose upon 
Miss Falkener,. by what he thought a false marriage, an 
jncident copied from the Vicar of Wakefield, are all very old 
aud very plain; but why Mr. falkener, the father, a man, 
it should seem, of independent feelings, ill-treatcd by the 
Austencourt family, and in possession of their alarming 
secrets, should voluntarily bury himself in retirement, and 
suffer them to enjoy their villainy in public, while the 
pretended Lord Austencourt marries his daughter, is a se- 
cret, indeed, which the author has still! to explain, 
Wrong characters naturally produce wrong incidents ; for 
it isthe action that shews the error. Thus Helen #¥il- 
loughby, a young lady of family and fortune, who unites, 
I suppose, the two extremes of hoydenisim and dignity, 
is fuli of fine feeling against the uoble lord who tries to 
persecute her inte marriage, aud while she is endeavour- 
ing tw be sensible and dignified, informs him, ia the lan- 
guage of the proverb, “ that thgugh he may lead a horse 
to the stream, be cannot make itdrink.” Her scene 
with the nobleman is, -indeed, a perfect lesson of | bul- 
lying. _ This may be like an ignorant aud indulged 
romp of ‘fashion, it may be like Mrs. Jornnaw’s fine 
kadies, and was probably intended to be one of them, 
but never was there in real life an union of sound sense 
and feeling with a manifest enjoyment of vulgar abuse. 
Tord Austencourt’s character is cansisteut till the last act, 
but here the author-could nbt get rid of the worst habits 
of the stage. Goxrvsmuem is very, careful how he treats 
the repentance of Thormhill, the prototype of Austehcourt, 
and he leaves it more to the imagination than to the in- 
stant view of his readers, who may gradate it throngh al! 
the effects of time and circumstance as they please; but 
fifih-act repentances are like death-bedl repentances, and 
authors seem to have so true a persuasion of the confine- 
ment of the mortal existence of their characters to the 
stage, that they think sudden reformation as natural at 
the end of a play as at the end. of life. Austencourt 
therefore from a proud, unprincipled, and unfeeling de- 
bauchee, suddenly becomes an humble, virtuous, and sus- 
ceptible husband. I Wish the dramatists could transform 
themselves'as rapidly. Of course, a bad play’ must have 
an Irishman, or it cannot blunder. with any decency ; and 
the author of Man and Wife is determined to give us a 
compound of mistakes in the very person of his Hibernian, 
who is at once a charitable country justice, a plaintive at- 
torney, a confidant of English‘ noblemen ahd gentlemen, 
and a vulgar fellow full of blunders and the brogue, thongh 
to reason from his connection he. must have passed many 
years in the midst. of good English as well as good manners. 
The philanthropy of this.mass of contradictions gives oceca- 
sion to the intreduction of two jor three objects of charity, 
‘who have nothing to do withthe piece but ‘+ to insinuate,” 
ny Bayes says,” ‘* the plot into the boxes.” This is one of 
the great marks of an incorrect and inefficicnt dramatist. 
Characters onght to explain themselves in their intercourse 
with the necessary personages of the story, but the inodern 
dramatists cannot contrive to keep up the interest of their 
productions without 
appendages to divert or keep alive the attention. All the 
‘worst writers of the day are full of these hints towards 


making a character, these nota benes of something to come. - 
. The best character in the new comedy is that of Lady Wil- 


doughby, who rales her husband by means of high spirits 


loading them with these unnecessary 


atid hysteri¢s, for though it -is as” old as the English st, }, 
yet as her ladyship, in consequence of her husband's snr « py 

| resolutions; alters her mode of ruling for that of mild 4s, 
it terminates in a better feeling than most charactey of 
thie Same Kind, ‘and produccs the only visible good moral 
in the piece. There is more nature in her determination 
to rule Sir A tNeughby still; than there would have been in 
a tolal revolution of her ineliaations: “The example, at 
any rate, is more likely to be followed. 

The style of the play, which the Papers have so face- 
tiously praised for its elegance, is a combination of all the 
miserable expedients to which the worst of our dramatists 
fly for refuge from real wit. We are assaulted with a host 
of qnuis, butls, sea-phrases, quaint repetitions, and praises 
of King and Constitution, S»rrn, asa sailor, who had 
been taken up for begging, was introduced to work on 
the feelings of the pathetic lawyer, and accordingly he 
told a dong story about his girl, his grog, and his mess- 

| mates, te whom he had parted with his last farthing: then 
the attorney of course, as all attornies would do, makes 
him a liberal present, the galleries are delighted, and. the 
piece goes on as if it had never been interrupted. Marnew's 
is @ servant, who had two phrases to repeat throughont 
the whole picece—‘' I think,” and * if IE may be allowed 
the expression.” It is.a curious e¢ircumstanee, which I 
believe I have remarked before, that Mararws has had 
the misfortune of being the sure representative of these 
monotonous. merrymen. Mr, Revywoups, Mr. Dispey, 
Mr. Currny, &c. &c. and now Mr. Annotp, have all 
made him their parrot inturn, and a most piteous meta- 
morphosis it is, The puns however were not confined. to 


the farcical characters, as they ceneraliprhave;beem:-eyen 


the high-spirited sailor in his senatorial deciamation against 
his noble cousin, could not resist’ the sportive stupidity, 
and called the noble lord ‘* a pier (peer) but hot a prop.” 
If this, cam multis aliis, is the polished pomt of which the 
newspapers speak, it is certainly not the sword of Con- 
Greve, not the gay arrow of Farguaar; if puns are to 
be called polished points, they are the points that dangle 
from a footman’s shoulder, not marks of the refinement 
and dignity of the wearer, but ornaments of vulgarity 
and servility. 
The actors have very little to exhibit in a modern 
| piece, utiless it is either very dull or exceedingly farcical ; 
and the present drama is neither; it ran easily off upon 
the lively changes of its sgenes, though it had no other 
janerit; and it may rank between the prodactions of Mr. 
Reyverps and those of Mr. Drevin, having neither, the 
complete heyday of the one, nor the mere vulgarity of the 
other, but possessing, at the same time, enough of the de- 
fects of both authors to hinder it from approaching Mr. 
Kenny or Miss Cuampers. 


Tr 


Barrisa Navy.—By the Navac Rerurns corrected to 


Jan. 1. there appear to be—ar sea, 86 sail of the line, 
11 from 50 to 44, 128 frigates, and 340 smaller vessels. 
The rorac number of ships, tm commission, amounts to 
‘149 sail of the line, 21 from 50 to 44, 184 frigates, 186 
sloops, and 294 gan-brigs. There are also, ww OnpimmaRy, 
and reratnive ron senvice, 52 sail of the line, 10 from 
50 to 44, 59 frigates, 45 sloops, and 22 gun-brigs, &. 
—And theré are nvrcvave, 50 sail of the line, 20 frigates, 
20 sloops, and seven guna-brigs, &c.—Making 3 enane 
tors of 1120 vessels of war, 
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FINE ARTS. 


BRITISH INSTITUTION. 

yotisy, a Committee of the British Institution ad- 
judyed- the prize of GOL to each of the followmg Candi- 
dales :— An Poetical Painting, to Mr. G, Daw, for his 
Imogen foundul the Cave, from Shakespeare. In Land- 
scape, to Mr. T. Lovwet, for his Landscape with WW ood- 
cutters. in Common Life, to. Mc. Susere, for his Music 
Master, Weniacks on these and other meritorious Prize 
Paintings, are, from deficiency of room, deferred till our 
next. Mr. T. Hope, a generous encourager of genius, has 
given Mr. Sharpe, for the above excellent painting, 100 

See 
To THE EsiITton oF THE FXAMINER. 

Sin,—It was with a great deal of pleasure (some time 
ago) that I read a paragraph in your Paper, declaring your 
{ntention to lecture Mr. Seane, if he did not condescend to 
lecture at the Royal Academy :—I now think you ought to 
take ap your literary cudgel, and thraslr aif the Professors— 
for during the whole of last season, not a single lecture was 
delivered ;—and turtle soup, and haunch of venison, pro- 
mise fair to consume the present. If you will have the 
gooduess to hy about these sons of indolence lustily, you 
will much oblige your humble servant, 

: Margaret-street, Jan. 3. A Constant Reaver. 
—_—— 
TO THE EDITOR OF TAR ERAINER. 


S12,—I would beg leave to apologise, threugh the channel 
of your truth-telling Paper, for the exuberances of Mr. 
Seriven’s zeal in defending chalk-cograving, beyond which, if 


I should trespass a little, it shall be but liule, op your time: 


and attention. I conceive that great allo wances should be made 
for a Gentleman aad a Writer in Mr. Scriven’s situation. It 
should be recollected, that his friend, Mr. Boydell, had re- 
cently been ven-suited: that certain wicked men in long wigs, 
had, by dint of hard knocking, elicited an unlacky spark or 
two of truth even from Clay :* and that a certain cultivator of 
engraving, by atraly unfortouate and mach-to-be-regretied hack 
stroke, had nearly lopped off Mr. Seriven’s very productive 
branch of the art, 

A mans mind canoat be very easy under such circumstances. 
I have no doubt, that at another time Mr. Scriven would have 
written a better defence of chalk-engraving ; but, at present, 
his prejudices and his interests, and perhaps his passions, are 
at sirife with bis reason, avd you know very well, Mr. Exa- 
Minga, that ittequire better spectacles than those of Mr. 
Scrivea, to see through the dust of sach a combat. 

Mr. Boydell then must forgive him, if he.receives a blow 
that was meant for a Reviewer, and your readers must forgive 
him, if they can, if, while he is preaching up “* ananimity” 
yt ae ee ismo hypocrite) be aims a dagger 

repatation of those whom a common- 
to incline to aid as brethreo.” ote 

If these considerations, Mr. Editor, 
for the writer and the man, allow me to add a few othbets in 
favour of the chalk engraver, Sir, it is no novice—no young 
Pyro—who now addresses you; I have myself practised the 
*tippling art, and written in its vindication, I wil) not arro- 
gate to myself the pratse of having done either so well as Mr. 


graving, 
have repratediy spe 
Sad iateresting art 


do not plead sufficiently: 


7. 


Boydell’s pave abandoned it, than when they led the hafle- 


lujah of Glory be to thee, O Dot /- 
ran notwithstanditg this my regard forthe chalk engravers” 
art, if Mr. Scriven would insinuate—be does not k oat, 


Mr, Editor, and bis manner certainly: is insinuating——f say, 
that, notwithstanding my regard for chalk engraving, if Mr. 
Scriven would insinuate, that his friend Boydell ought to 
lose his suit, becadse the yolumes of his ** National aad Mag- 
nificent Work” contain so few chalk eugravings, I cannot agree 
with hier. My complaisance, thoug’ it has heen exerted to~ 
ward Mr. Scriven, as a professor of some ability, will not carry 


far. 
Bat when be would argue, that the Court of King’s Bench 
was avery unfit place to enter Upod the discussion of the com- 
parative merits of the different modes of eugrayiny, Tam happy 
to say, that I perfectly coinerde with Mr. Seriven in opivion. 
I think if'was.as unfit 2 place forsuch an enquiry, as Alder- 
man Boydell’s shopmen were unfit persons of whom to enquire. 
Yet what does Mr. Serivea hope to gain by transferring an 


enqdiry of this nature fron: a Coart of Law to the colomas of 


a Newspaper? a et el a 
The Robe te which this engraver alludes is evidently the 


same which yon fately, with commendable regard for the arts of 
your country, recommended as containing grounds of defegre 
against the unptefedented Claims of Boydell and Co. on the 
Subscribers to their Shakespeare. I am afraid, it will cost 
us here, Mr. Editor, a wider stretch of liberality thao falls te 
the lot of every man, to shelter Mr. Scriven from the reproach 
of insidiowsness on the one hand; and, onthe other, from the 
disgrace of weakening Mr. Boydell’s cause by the feebleness 
of his attempts to defend it, The Proprietors of the, Shalee~ 
‘spear dread the Review of Art ; aud, in all probability, wilh, 
hurry on another trial as fast as they cab, on purpose to avoid 
the effects of a continuance of its strictures; but let uot the 
public attention be diverted from the fondaniental principle 
on which thé vembmerits of the question between Boydet! and 
his. Subseribers must rest, by any, abent 
tomb,” ‘* Michel Angelo,’ and.‘‘ net raising the dead,” of 
such writers as Mr. Scriven. He knows, that Mr. Boydell 
might easily be forgiven fur not raising the dead, if he had-not 
loweredtthe living. 

But, Sir, unless I am much mistaken, neither an inadvertent 
anachronism in a Review; nor a sneaking jackall who waulé 
feed on it after his master has done, nor him who bas made-en+ 
graving his constant prey, shall escape with impunity. Taste 
has been gaining ground, and will gain ground, in spite of all 
Mr. Boydell’s ‘‘ Suggestions,” and the odium of posterity 
awaits him, even though it should not be anticipated by ap 
English Jury. : , 

Does Mr. Scriven know the rotten foundation on which he 
would seduce the publicto build ? ar why does he uot out? 
The plain trath, when told ia a plain mame, is, that the Rer 
viewer of Boydebl’s Shakespear had. d the Prospectus 
for that work to have beeu dated before the deaths ef Ryland 
and Woollett; whereas, vow it is produced, it appears not to 
he dated till some months after the decease of the latter, and 
therefore their names sbould not have been mentioued among 
those of the engravers of talent whom the Boyéells ought to 
have employed on their Shakespear. pee 

As the Reviewer of Art (or, at least, the Editor of that 
Work), advertised for the loan of Boydell’s Prospectus, it is 
evident to me, that.he had it not befere him, and ; 
that Ais mistake is mot wilful: but unt shall wt ony. fp Mr. 
Scriven, who, whilst staining your Paper with bis affecte 
pomp, knew very well, that if the nameés of Holloway a 
win, who were living at the time, were to be : te 
Review for those of Ryland and Weollett, and if the names of 
Copley, Lawrence, and Devis, were to be added to those 
the painters whe were not employed. on the 
the letter and spirit of that pabi would be still strong 
ai the i freed We. Alderman Boyde 
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’ Bubscribers, that he has not employed Loutherbourg, Copley, 


Lawrence, Devis, Sir Robert Strange, Heath, Holloway, 
Hall, Sherwin, Byrne, Pouncy, Emes? 

One thing, at least, the sensible part of Mr. Scriven’s 
friends will be sorry to observe; namely, that he would make 
a merit of not being ashamed of what he has written. If want 
of skame ina writer ever implies want of sense, it must be 


© where his readers are left in doubt, whether his mind be af- 


flicted by the malady of gross falsehood or egregious inadver- 
tency, If he wishes to be acquainted with my name, he may 
Jearn it at your Office. Meanwhile, I beg to subscribe my- 
Your Constant READER, 


COURT AND FASHION ABLES. 
eg 
Yesterday week, about eight o’clock in the. morning, 
the Duke of York left town for Windsor. His Royal High- 


> ness took with him the veluminous Proceedings and Report 
 - of the Court of Enquiry, upon the Convention of Cintra. 
© © it was so extremely large that it was made intd two parcels, 
59) each of them weighing nearly twenty pounds. 
' Highness arrived at Windsor soon after ten o’clock, and in 

’ a short time after had an interyiew with his Majesty, and 

| laid the Proceedings and Report before hin. 

_ Highness proceeded to read them, and continued to do so 


His Royal 


His Royal 


during the whole of the day. His Majesty informed the 


> Duke he should consider the business till Sunday, and de- 
' sired his Royal Highness to attend him on that day, it be- 


ing his Royal Highness’s intention to go to Oatlands that 


» night, The Queen desired him to bring the Duchess with 
» him. --On Sunday morning their Royal Highnesses arrived 
» at Windsor from Oatlands. 
» mily sat down to dinner, and his Majesty, in compliment 
5 to the Duchess of York, sat at table the whole time, al- 
» though he had” previously dined about one.o'clock ; bis 
' Majesty partook of the confectionary, desert, and wine, 
and appeared in most excellent health and spirits. There 


At four o’cloek the Royal Fa- 


were present, besides their Majesties, the Duke and Duchess 


| of York, and five Princesses, the Dukes of Cumberland 


and Cambridge, In the evening the Royal Family partook 
of tea and coffee, wipe: which time her Majesty’s band 


| played several pieces of sacred music from the works of 


Handel. Soon after nme o'clock, the Duke. and Duchess 
of York left Windsor; his. Royal Highness for London, 
where he arrived about twelve o’clock.. Her Royal High- 
ness the Duchess went to Oatlands. It is understood that 


- his Majesty communicated to the Duke of York his Royal 
} sentiments upon the proceedings of the Court of Enquiry 


upon the Convention of Cintra, before he left, Windsor on 
Sunday, which were, that no further procecdings. were. ne- 
essary. 

On Wednesday, about’ one o’clovk, ‘his Majesty arrived 
at the Queen’s Palace, from Windsor. His Majesty was 
nearly an hour lo on ‘the 
two o’olock, his y held a private Levee, when the 
followiag persons ‘honour of being presented :— 
Lord Amherst, on being appointed. his Majesty’s Envoy Ex- 

traordimary and Minister, Pleai Hleoipotentiary te the Court of:bis 

Sicilian Majesty, 

The Rev, Mr. Hanchett Grey, on being appointed a Brebead 
of Durham. 

Major-General Dyott, on his.going to join the army in Spain. 

The Rev. Mr. Lee, Chaplain in Ordinary to the Prince of: 
Wales, on his return from Spain. 


General Campbell, on his going to Spain. . 
an Romy Beutinck, Ap aese = 5 noe aah aM Dema- 


road than ‘ustal,~ Soon fe 


Lieut.-Col. Braddyll, of the Coldstream Regiment of Guards, 
on his promotion, 

Lieut.-Colonel Lloyd of the 84th Regiment, on his promotion 
and return from his command at Goreé. 

His Majesty held a Privy Council, and gave private au- 
diences to the Duke of Portland, the Lord Chancellor, and 
the other Cabinet Ministers present. About six o'clock his 
Majesty set off on his return to Windsor. 

See 


FASHIONS FOR JANUARY. 
—i— 

The present determined severity of the weather will fercibly 
appeal to the senses, and Jead these females (who would pre- 
serve that health without which there is no beauty) to shelter 
themselves from the piercing attacks of the cold-by a judicious 
adoption of the bosom friend. This article does not now, as 
formerly, consist of an insignificant piece of fur, just fitted to 
the chest; but in conformity to that enlarged sense, which its 
comprehensive name implies, affords a more extensive protection 
in the sensible under wrap of fleecy hosiery, or lamb’s wool, in 
the Russian peligse, of purp!e or crimson velvet, lined with the 
softest skin; in long Grecian mantles wadded and lined with silk, 
and trimmed with spotted ermine, or other rich fur; in the 
closely folded spenser, with Spanish mantle of fine Vigonia 
cloth; in the satin scarf trimmed with swansdown; and in the 
cassimere shawl and cravat, which is gracefully disposed, so as 
to shelter the form from the partial air to which it is exposed 
in public places and parties. 

The scarlet cardinal, which is now so general as to tire the 
eye with its invariable glare, continues, nevertheless,. to be 
adopted by very genteel women on the above-mentianed occa- 
sions, and certainly forms a very sensible wrap for the theatres, 
as well as for the morning walk through the grounds, at the 
seats and villas in the country. White satin scarfs with borders 
of the Egyptian satins, in crimson cloth, velvet, orchenille, are 
very elegant and tasteful ornaments for full dress; as are also 
dresses in this style with lace long sleeves, rucked full on the 
arm, and finished with an antique-cuff in Vandyke. Black velvet 
robes with embroidered gold stomachers,or trimmed with Vas- 
dyke lace; scarlet bombazeen, or crimson cloth, or muslin, with 
white orcoloured satin waists, laced infront, cut low on the bo- 
som,and finished witha plaiting of Frech net, a tucker of folded 
net, short Opera-tippet of swansdown, and Foundling mob cap, 
formed entjrely of lace; a pleating of net round the face, and 
finished behind and in front with resets ofuarrow ribband ; the 
hair in full curls in front, aad formed as a crop behind, are 
habits of fashionable celebrity.—Cropt hair is becoming indis- 
criminately general; some of our fair fashionables bave, how~ 
ever, lately introduced the hiad bair in long ringlets on the back 
and shoulders; which fashion, if universal, will entirely ex- 
clude the Queen’s Elizabeth’s ruf, now becoming general. 

SSeS 


MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, 
a RR 
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF INQUIRY. 
MAY 1% PLEASE YOUR MAJEsty, 

» Wr the tinderwritten General Officers of the sie’ in obe- 
dieece to your Majesty’s warrant, which bears date the Ist 
day of November, 1808, commanding us strictly to enquire 
into the conditions of a suspension of arms, coucluded on the 
22d of August, 1808, between your Majesty’s Army in Pors 
tugal, aud the French force in that couniry—and alsy into a 
definitive Convention, concluded with the French Gerieral 
Commanding on the $ist August fullowing—also into all the 
éauses dnd circumstances (whether arising from the previous 
operations of the British Army, or otherwise, which led to 
them)—and into the conduct, behaviour, and proceedings ef 
Lieutehant-General Sir Hew Dalrymple, and such other Com- 
‘masder or Commanders of your Majesty's forces in P 
atid of any other person or » a3 far as the same were 
connected with the said Armistice, Suspension of Arms, 
\Gonvention--and (¢ reportto your Majesty a statement 
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as it shall appear, together with our opinion thereon, and 
our opinion, whether any, and what further proceedings shoul 
be had thercapon : ; 

We have, al several méetings, perused and considered your 
Majesty's orders arid instruction as transmitted to us by the 
Right Hon, Lord Castlereagh, your Majesty’s Principel. Se- 
creiary of State, together with sundry letters, and other pa- 
pers, therewith transmitied :—And have heard and examined 
Lieutenant-General Sir Hew Dalrymple, Sir Harry Burrard, 
and Sir Arthur Wellesley, and other principal Odicers em- 
ployed on the. said Expedition, with such witnesses as any of 
them desired :—And also such other persons as seemed to us 
pst likely to give any material ioformation.— Aud in order 
that your Majesty may be fully possessed of every circumstance 
which has appeared in the course of this Enquiry, we beg 
leave to lay before your Majesty the who'e of our Kxamima- 
tions aod Proceedings to this our Report anvexed.—And vpon 
the most diligent and careful review of the whole matter, we 
do, in further obedience to your Royal Gammand, most hum- 
bly report to your Majesty, that it appears, &c. &c. 

{ Here follows a statement of facts relative to the afrival in 
Portuga! of Sir Arthur Wellesley’s expedition from Cork— 
to the appearance of General Spencer off the Tagus, his re- 
turu to Cadiz, aad his arrival agaiu in Portagal—to the ope- 
rations of the army up te the battles of the 17th and 2Ist—to 
the junction of General Auckland and General Anstruther’s 
brigades—to the arrival of Sir Harry Burrard and Sir Hew 
Dalrymple—to the arrival aud landing of Sir Jol Moore; all 
of which have already been given in the oficial dispatches pub- 
lished in the Gazette, in the narratives of Sir A. Wellesicy, 
Sit H. Burraed, and Sir Hew Dalrymple, and in the evidence 
which we fully detailed daring the sitting of the Board of 
Enquiry.] 

After a description of the battle of Vimeira, the report 
proceeds thus: * , 

Spon after twelve, the firing had ceased, and the enemy's 
cavalry were secu from oar left, in bodies of about 200, by 
(seneral Ferguson; and about tie same time General Spencer 
paw a line formed, about three mile« in front of our centre. 
About half past twelve, Sir Arthur Wellesley proposed to Sir 
Harry Burrard to advance from his right, with three brigades, 
upon Torres Vedras, and with the other five brigades to fol- 
low the enemy, who bad been defeated by our left, 

It appeass that the situation of the army at this moment 
war—eu the right, Major-Geueral Hill’s brigade, which had 
not been engaged, was on the height behind Vimeira, and at a 
distance of above three miles from those of Generals Ferguson 
and Nightingale onthe left, In front of Vimeira, and in the 
eeotre, were the brigades of Anstruther and Fane, which had 
bern warmly engaged. Brigadier-General Bowes’s and Ack- 
Jaot s brigades were advanced on the beights, towards the left, 
iu support of Generals Ferguson and Nightingale. Brigadier- 
General Craufurd’s brigade was detached rather to the tear of 
the left, about half a wile from Major-General Ferguson, to 
Son the Portuguese troops, making front in that direction. 

appears, that although the enemy was completely repulsed, 
the degree of expedition with which a pursuit could be com- 
ere) saihariog Oe entended position of the army at that 
sae wae rnecen to be taken against the superior -ca- 

y, must have depended on variqus local. cir- 

a = ie ~) to be calculated by those on the spot. 
vs very circumstance of a superior cavalry retarding our 
opr Se allow the enemy's infantry, without any de. 
e cn * , ae their retreat to the most rapid tman- 
of ’ Bees ould arrive at any s'ven and advantageous point 
va ying aad formation; adr did Sir A, Wellesley, on the 
Me Ron oy ae the enemy had not half the cavalry as 
with any marked advantage, ' (Ilere pease e ne emmy 
ie y ae ee (Here passages are quoted from 
sae ) s dispatches in the Gazette, iu support of this 
sae on ae also he considered, that as the attack on 
Wis aitackion "ver ee long before that on our left had, 
ps, which,.as bas been observed, was pot 


Pursted (but by the 20th dragoous, not excegding 150), had 
‘ 


reassemble, aud to occupy ‘such round 
litate the retreat of tieir right, and 
formed in one or more 


time (above an hour) to 
as wight afterwards faci fe 
that the enemy were actually and visibly 
lines, at about three miles in front of the centre. ; ' a 

From these aod other fair military grounds, as al owe y 
Sir A. Wellesley; from those that occurred in Sir Hs Bar- 
rard’s first interview with Sir A. Wellesley 5 from the utmost 
certainly of the immediate arrival of Sir John Moore’s corps, 
which, if they nad not stopped at Mondego Bay, would have 
been at Maceira on the 2lst; Sir Wi Burrard declined making 
any further pursuit that day, oF ordering the army to march 
next morning early.—{In this opinion dtr H. Burrard states, 


Brigadier-General Clinten and Colonel Murray concurred. } 


[Here follews an account of the appointment of Sir ae 
Dalrymple ; his assuming the command ; the hegociation of te 
armistice ; objections of Str Cotton, and final conclusion af the 
armistice ; all the particulars of which we have already taid 

Public. 
ee that qs the proposed treaty (ratified by Gene- 
ral Jupot) of the 28th August, was brought by Captain Dal- 
rymple on the 29th to head quarters at Ramathal, all the 
Lientenant-Generals (Burrard, Moore, Hope, Fraser, Wel- 
lesley) were present, Lord Paget excepted {because not long 
previously summonéd), The proposed treaty was, however, 
formally discussed. Minytes of-proposed alterations were 
taken by Sir A, Wellesley, as laid before the Board, and the 
Commander of the Forces has no reason to believe that Sir J. 
Moore, or any of the Lieutenant-Generals that came with him, 
expressed any disapprobation of the state and terms of the ne- 
gociation, 

The treaty with the alterations proposed were re-transmitted 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, It appears, when the treaty 
concluded by Lieutenant-Colonel Murray on the 30th, was 
brought by him to Torres Vedras on the 31st for ratification, 
the Lieutenant-Generais present were convened, and Sit A, 
Wellesley was sent for, ‘Lord Paget, who was at a distance, 
did not come, nor did Sir A. Wellesley, his corps having 
marched that morning. ‘The other Lieutenant-Generals met, 
(Burrard, Moore, Fraser, Hope) the alterations made by 
Lieutewant-Colouel Murray were approved, and the treaty 
then ratified by the Commander of the Force, (Sir Hl. Dal- 
rymple) with the approbation of the Lieutenant-Generals pre- 
sent. Some of the articles of the treaty of the 28th, before 
objected to by the Lieutenant-Generals, were altered in that of 
the 50th, and some other goed alterations had been inserted, not 
before suggested, A comparison of the treaty of the 28th, 
and that ratified, will shew the alterations, The meetings of 
the Lieutenant-Generals, the Commander of the Forces did 
not call or consider as regular councils of war, He sought to 
benefit from their talents and experience, by consulting them 
on exigent cases, and by pursuing the measure he might him- 
self deem most forthe good of your Majesty's service, after 
availing himself of the advantage be might draw from their 
reasonings, and he does not recollect there was any dissentient 
opinion ov the 3}st, as to the ratification of the Convention, 
It appears that Sir J, Moore’s corps having arrived at Mon- 
dego Bay on. e 20th of August, began to disembark’; that 
they re-embarked, and arrived off Maceira Bay on the 24th; 
that from the 25th to the’29th, they landed under considerate 
difficulties, and successively joined the army at Torres Vedsas. 
Itappears that some of the principal advantages to arise from 
ithe Convention were in the contemplation of the Generals :— 
That it immediately liberated the kingdom ‘of Postuga}) from 
the dominion of the French, thereby restoring to the inhabi- 
tants their capital and fortresses, their prineipal sea-ports, 
their personal liberty, property, religion, and established go- 
veromept. That it relieved a great extent of Spanish fronier 
from all apprehensions of an evemy, aud the whole of Spain 
iron Ge of nnn 4 an enemy bebind: them, and allowed all 
parts of Spain to take more effective measures its 
defence ; as well as permitted Portuga). eundieats ae 
tribute for their mutual sapport.. That it enabled the British 
army immediately to enter Spain, if required, by ‘central 
routes, while it transported the French force tow very @ivtant 
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part of theirown codst, far removed from the Spanish froii-"| tendnt-General Sir Joha Moore, which, however, did arrive 


tier. 


That it immediately relensed 4,000 Spanish soldiers, | and join the army, from the 25th to the 30th of August. 


Tt 


E and sent them to the defence of Catalonia; it also released | appears a point on which no evidence adduced can enable the 
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The Portuguese army also became disposable tor the 
'¢ommon cause.. To the men of war and transports, which at 
‘this seazon of the year with great difficulty could keep their 
‘station near the coast, and on whose presence the supplies and 
@perations of the army depended, the opening of the Tagus 
Safforded immediate shélter. It is farther urged by the Gene- 
_rals, as much more than probable, that if the enemy had been 


required to lay down their arms, and surrender prisoners of 
wy War, they would not have complied; but if driven to extre- 
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Mityv, that they would have retired upon Lisbon, reinforced by’ 


-€,000 Russians,. who must have been thas compelled to share 
‘their fate; and in the temporary attack of this city, much ca- 


lamity and destruction must have ensued. Also, that masters 


S) ef the Russian fleet, and of boats and shipping in the Tagus, 
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A the passage to the river was ensured to them; that they could 
- hay 


e defended, for a considerable time, its East Bank, and 
(prevented the occupation of the Tagus by our fleet; that, with 
_ the strong furtresses of Alentejo in their possession, they could 
have protracted a destructive war, to the great detriment ef 
| Portugal and the Spanish cause, by finding employment for 
the greater part of the British army for the remainder of the 
year, and whose difficulties and losses in‘such. operation must 
have been very considerable. It appears, that the forts on 


_ the Tagus were taken possession of on the 2d of September, 


by the British troops, and the port was then opened to our 
shipping. That on-the 5th, the army had its right at Sr. 
Juliens, and its left on the heights of Bellas: That on the Sth 


| or 9th, a British corps marched into Lisbon, to ensure the 


» tranquillity ef that city, during the embarkation of the enemy, 


| who were all sent off (except the last division, purposely de- 


P from the Portuguese frontier another body of 2,090 Spanish | Board to pronounce, with confidence, whether or not a par- 


E troops. 


suit after the battle of the 2ist; ¢euld have been efficacious ; 
vor cat the Board feel confident to determine on the. expedi- 
ence of a f4rward movement to Torres Vedras, when Sir HH. 
Burrard bas stated weighty considerations against such a mea- 
sure. Further, it is to be observed, that so many cellateral 
circumstances could not be known in the moment of the ene- 
my’s repulse, as afterwards became clear to the army, and 
haye been represented to the Board. And considering the ex- 
traordinary circumstances under which two new Commanding 
Generals arrived from the ocean, and joined the army (the one 
during, and the other immediately after, a battle, and those 
successively superseding each other, and both-the original Com- 
mander within the space of 24 hours), it is not surprising that 
the army was not carried forward, until the second day. after 
the action, from the necessity of the Generals being acquainted 
with the actual state of things, and of their army, and pro- 
ceedings accordingly. 

It appears that the Convention of Cintra, in all its progress 
and conclusion, or at Jeast all the priucipal articles of it, were 
not objected to by the five distinguished Licutenant-Generals of 
that army; and other General Officers who were on that service, 
whom we have had an opportunity to examine, have also con- 
curred in the great advantages that were immediately gained, 
to the country of Portugal, to the army and navy, and to the 
general service, by the conclusion of the Convention at that 
time.—On a consideration of all circumstances, as set forth in 
this Report, we most humlly submit our opinion, that no fur- 
ther military proceeding is necessary ou the subject. Because, 
howseever some of us nay differ in our sentiments respacting 
the fitness of the Convention in the relative situation of the 


) tained) before the end of the menth, and part of the British 
army was then actually on its route towards the Spanish fron- 
» tier, It appears, that during the discussion, and afterwards 
Pduring the execution of the Convention, much firmness was 
pshewn in resisting the pretensions and interpretations of the 


two armies, it is our unanimous declaration, that unquestionable 
zeal and firmness appear throughout to have been exhibited by 
Lieutenants-Generals Sir HU. Dalrymple, Sir H. Burrard, and 
Sir A. Wellesley, as well as that the ardour and gallantry of 
the rest of the otlicers and soldiers, on every Occasion during 


/ enemy; every stipulation being restricted to its fair, honoura- | 


ble, and grammatical meaning, and the French not allowed to | 
earry off, but obliged to disgorge plunder, which they effected 


to consider as private property. It appears, that pains were 
taken to misrepresent and raise a clameur-in Portugal against 
@his convention; but when it was generally known, and its ef- 
fects felt, the people of Lisbon, and of the country, seem to 


| have expressed their gratitude and thanks for the benefits at- 


tending it. It has been urged by Sir Hew Dalrymple, and 
allowed by Major-General Spencer, that in Egypt, in 180), 


| (after the victory of the 2lst of March, the French having 


thrown their whole force into Alexandria and Grand Cairo, 
about 10,000 men in each place) that at the siege of Alexan- 


' dria, in August, the Country was in the full possession of the 


British and Turks, The garrison, cut off from every possibi- 
lity of relief, and could only have held out some days, when a 


capitulation was granted to it, September the 2d, as favoura- 


ble asthe Convention of Cintra to the army of Junot (of 
24,000 French, and 6,000 Russians), and perfectly similar in 


| all the chief articles of men, baggage, artillery, conve yance,&c. 
also, that the same terms had been previously granted to’ the 


garrison of Cairo, under muqh the same circumstances. By 
these two Conventions, or Capitulations, above 20,000 French 
evacuated Egypt, ani the British army was left disposa- 
ble for other purposes. . On the whole it appears, that 


| the operations of the army under Sir Arthur Wellesley, 


from his landing in Mondego Bay the Ist of August, uotil the 
conclustor of the action at Viweira, the 2lst of August, were 
highly honourable and successful, and such ‘as’ might .be ex- 
pected from a distinguished General, at the head of a British 
army of 13,000 men, augmented on the 20th and @ist to. 
(17,000, deriving only some smali aid from a Portuguese corps 
(1600 men) and against whom an-enemy not exceeding 14,000 
*m in the ficid was opposed; and 
wery considerable 


' 


this expedition, have done honour to the troops, and reflected 
lustre on your Majesty’s arms. All which is most dutifully 
submitted. 
(Signed) Davip Dunpas, General. 
Moira, General, 
Perer Crata, General, 
HeRATHUFIELD, Geueral. 
PemeroKkr, Lieut.-Gen. 
G. NuGen?, Lieut.-Gen, 
22 Dec, 1808. Ov. Nicours, Lieut -Gen. 
Judge Advocate General's Office, Dec. 27, 1808. 
In consequence of the following letter from his Royal High- 
ness the Commander in Chief to General Sir David Dundas, as 
President, viz. 


Horse Guards, Dec. 25, 1808. 

Stn—-The Judge-Advocate-General having delivered to me, 
to be Jaid before his Majesty, the several papers and documents, 
containing all the examinations and proceedings taken before 
the Roard of Enquiry, of which you are the Presideat, toge- 
ther with your report aud opinion upon the whole of the late 
operations of his Majesty’s forces in Portugal, as connected 
with the Armistice and subsequent Conyention of Cintra, I 
think it.incumbent on me to state to you, that although the 
Report is fuily detailed, and perfectly explanatory of all the 
transactions as they appeared in evidence before you, yet upen 
a due consideration of the whole matter, it certainly appeara 
that your opinion upon the conditions of the Armistice and Con< 
vention, which the words of his Majesty’s Warrant expressly 
enjoin should be strictly examined, enquired into, and reported 
upon, bas been altogether omitted, I feel it my duty, therefore, 
to call your attention to these two principal features of this im- 
portant case, the Armistice and Conventign, and to desire that 
you may be pleased to take the same igto your most serious con- 


this before the arrival of | sideration, and subjoin to the opinion which you have already 


! oeeivocememt cam Sees, under Licu- | given upon the other points submitted to your examination and 
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whether, under all the circumstances which appear 1 
lative situation of the two armies, 
oo the 224 of August, 1808, it is your opinion that an Armis- 
tice was advisable, and if so, whether the terms of that Ar- 
mistice were such as ought to have been agreed upon; and w he- 
ther upen a like consideration of the relative situation of the 
two armies subsequent to the Armistice, and when all the. British 
forees were landed, it is your opinion that a Convention was 
advisable, and ifse, whether the terms of that Convention were 
such as ought to have been agreed upon,—I am the more desir- 
ous that you shoud resume the consideration of these two pouts, 
the Armistice and Convention, as it appears upon the face of 
your Report, that a difference of opinion exists among the Mem- 
bers of the Board, which may probably produce a dissent from 
the majority upon these very questions. You will be pleased 
therefore, to desire such of the Members as may be of a difle- 
rent opinion from the majority upon these two questions, to re- 
cord upon the face of these proceedings their reasons for such 
lam, Sir, yours, 

(Signed) 
Gen. Sir D. Dundas, K. B. 

The Board met this day at the Judge-Advocate-General’s 
Office, when the said letter having been read, they agreed that 
the following questions should be put to each of the Members of 
the Board :— | 

Do you, or do you not approve of the Armistice as concluded 
on the 22d August, 1508, in the relative situation of the two 
armies ? 

Approve.—Lieut.-Gen. Nichols, Lieut.-Gen, Sir G, Nugent, 
Lieut.-Gen, Earl Pembroke, General Lord Heathfield, Gen. 
Craig, General Sir D. Dundas 

Disapprove.—FEarl Moira. 

Do you, or do you pot approve of the Convention as con- 
cluded upon the 31st of August, 1808, in the relative situation 
of the two Armies? 

Approve.—Lieutepant-General Sir G, Nugent, General Lord 
Heathfield, General Craig, General Sir D. Dandas, 

Disapprove.——Licut.-Genera] Nicholls, Earl of Pembroke, 
Yarl Moira, 


eaquiry, 
evidence before you, on the re 


dissent. 
FREDERICK, 


Commander in Chief. 


(Signed) Davin Deunpas, President. 


My reason for considering the Armistice as adviseable on the 
~2d of August was, because the enemy had bere able te reti-e 
afier the battle of the 2Ist, aad take up a strong defensive po- 
Ov. Nicours, L. G. 

I thiak, considering the great increase of our force from the 
first suspemion of hostility to the definitive signing of the Con- 
vention, added to the defeat the exemy had suffered, Sir Hew 
Dairvmple was fully entitied to have insisted upon more favour- 
On. Niconcs, L. G, 


sitfor 


able terms. 


I.apwrove of the Armistice, after a due consideration of the 
telative situations of the two armies on the evening of the 22d 
of Sugust ; but f cannot fully approve of the whole of the Con- 
vention, afier a due consideration of the relative situation of the 
two armirs at that time: because it does pot appear to me that, 
i the progress of the nezociation, sufficient stress was laid upon 
the great advantages which bad resulted, or were likels 1A ies 
sult, from the former successful operations of the British army 
in the field—from the considerable reinforcements which Bad 
joined it subsequent to the commencement of the necociation— 
from the cause in which the British ayay 
riper esha plier wd na hare dtoiparh 
Ofthe inhabitants; and also from the uw al te i : wien 
Stimnae vt : 4 he wousual re adiness which, 
» Was manifested by Gee. Junot to enter into 

Ot een and by the French negociator to accede to terms as 
¥ Were proposed, and to such construction as Lieut. (ren, Sir 
Hew Dalryypie put upon them ia some instances, whete they 
@ight have horne a difference of interpretation. 1 therefore 


was engaged being 


thiek if prubabic, for the above reasons, that if less favourable | 


leieeacre French army had been insisted upon, they would 
.- . acceded ta, . Pemeroxr, Licut. Gen. 

| less awk ward-ia obeyi i i 

a ying the orders to.dctail my senti- 

Meats on the nature of the Couveation, because that I lave al- 


| 
| 
| 
French, caonet be laid out of this calculation. 
| 
| 
| 


d in the tribute of applause due in other respects to 
My opinion, therefere, ts only opposed 
where their talents are like- 


ready joine 
the Officers concerned. 


to theirs on a question of judginent, , 
ly to have so much more weizht, as to render the profession of 


. ‘ mf : 
my difference, even on that point, somew hat painful, The 
duty is, however, imperiogs on me not to disguise or qualify 
the deductions which I have made during this investigation.—~ 


An Armistice simply might not have been objectionable, because 
Sir H. Dalrymple, expecting hourly the arrival of Sir John 
Moore’s division, might see more advantage for himself iu a 


short suspension of hostilities, and what the Freach could draw 
from it; but as the Armistice involved, and im fact established 
the whole principle of the Convention, I cannot separate it 
from the latter. Sir A. Wellesley has stated, that he considered 
his force, at the commencement of the march from the Mondego 
River, as sufficient to drive the French from their positions on 
the Tagus. That force is subsequeutly joined by above 4000 
British troops, under Generals Anstruther apd Ackland, The 
Fréach make an attack with their whole disposable sttength, 
and are repulsed with heavy loss, though but a part of the 
British army is brought into aetion. It is dificult to conceive 
that the prospects which Sir A. Wellesley cntertained could be 
unfavourably altered by these events, even had not the certain- 
ty of speedy reinforcements to the British army existed, Et is 
urged, that had the French been pushed to extremity, they 
would have crossed the Tagus, and have protracted the cam- 
paign ia such a maoner as to have frustrated the more import- 
ant view of the British Generals—namely, sending succours into 
Spain. This measure must have beeu equally feasible for the 
French if no victory had beea obtained over them; but I con- 
fess that the chance of such an attempt seems to me assumed 
against probability. Sir 1. Dalrymple notices what he calls 
‘* the critical and embarrassed staie of Junot,” before that Ge- 
neral had been pressed by the British army ; and ia explanation 
of that expression, he observes, that the surrender of Dupont, 
the existence of the victorious Spanish army in Andalusia, which 
cut off the retreat of the French in that direction, and the uni- 
versal hostility of the Portuguese, made the situation-of Jpnot 
one of great distress. No temptation four the translation of the 
war into Alentejo presents itself fram this picture ; nor dees auy 
| other-representation give ground to suppose that Janot could 
| have contemplated the measure as holding forth any prospect 
| bet ultimate ruin, after much preliminary distress and disgrace. 
| The strongest of all proofs as to Junot’s opinion, arises from his 
| sending the very morning after the battle of Vimeira, to pre« 
pose the evacuation. of Portugal; a step which sufficiently in- 
| dicated that he was satisfied that he cvuld not only make no ef- 
| fectual defence, but could not even prolong the contest to take 
| the chance of accidents. He seems, indeed, to have been with- 
| eut any real resource. It appears in evidence, that. of the 
troops left by him in Lisbon and the forts, a considerable pro- 
portion was of a very doubtful quality. Those troops.on whose 
fidelity he could confide, had been dismayed by a sigtial defeat, 
and they were sensible that they bad no succour to leek to from 
abroad, To the British Generals it was known, when the Ar- 
mistice was granted, that 10,000 men under Sir J. Moore, as 
welhas the 3d aud 42d regiments of foot, with the 18th dragoons, 
might be immediately reckoned upon 5 and although pruch ad- 
vantage had not been drawn from the Portuguese troops, their 
‘upport and the general vieleace ef the country against the 


The disparity of force and of circumstances was, then, such as 
could leaye no doubt that the issue must be favourable tous. [ 
do not omit adverteuce to the difficulties urged as possible to 
occar in furnishing the British army with bread. But patting 
aside the obvious solution, that such a temporary privation is 
not ruinous to an army where cattle can be procured in the 
country, this difficulty canvot be well pleaded, if admission 
is to be given to the speculation, that the heavy cannon neces 
sary for battering forts St. Julien and Caseaes were to be got 
ashore ia the Bays of the Rock of Lisbon. The question then 
comes to this:-—whether the-Couvestion did (as has-been ‘as. 
serted) secure all the ohjects which were propased im the Ex. 
| Peditioy, Ef it did. mot,-it. was mot what his Majesty was ene 

tiled to expect from the rélative situation ef tbe two ymies. 
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DY the merit of those terms present itself, 


i ) Was there in questien. 
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; humbly conceive it to have been erroneous to regard. the 
eu euctpation- of Portugal from the French, as the eole or the 

principal object of the expedition, Upon whatever territory we 
ontend with the French, it must be a prominent object in the 
mrnsere to destroy'their resources, aud towarrow their means 
of injuring as, or those whese cause we are sapporting.. This 


E? 


i eems to have beri so little considered in the Conyentien, that 


ne terms appear to have extricated Junot’s army from a situa- 
i9n of infinite distress, in which it was wholly out of play, and 
Ete have brought it, in a@ state of entire equipment, into imnme- 


Seadiate currency, in a quarter too where it must interfere with 


peur most urgent and interesting concerns. 
Had it been impracticable to reduce the French army to lay 
4 own its arms unconditionally, still an obligation not to serve 
3 for a specified time, might have been insisted upon, or Belleisle 
Mmight have been preserihed as the place at which they should 
) de landed, in order to prevent the probability of their rein- 


a forcing Cat least for a long time) the armies employed for the 


Perhaps a stronger consideration than 
Opinion relative to the 
British arms was of the highest importance, as it might infiu- 

ce the confidence of the Spaniards, or invite the nations groan- 


| subjugation of Spain. 


ay ‘ing under the yoke of France, to appeal to this Country, and 


Peu-operate with it for their deliverance. The advantages ought 


Sy) therefore, to have been more than usually great, which should 


/ be deemed sufficient to balauce the objection of granting toa 
very inferior army, hopeless in circumstances, and broken in 


© spirit, sach terms as might argue, that notwithstanding its dis- 


) parity in numbers, it was still formidable to its victors. No 


» advantages seemed to have been gained that would not have 


P equally followed from forcing the enemy to a more marked sub- 


! : mission. The gain of time as to sending succours into Spain 


scaunet be admitted as a plea, because it appears that no ar- 
angements for the reception of our troops in Spain had been 
stndertaken previous to the Convention ; and this is without rea- 
‘Boning on subsequent facts. The Convention in Eygpi, which 

s been advanced as a parallel case, appears to me inapplicable. 


r " 


P e No object beyond the dislodgement of the French from Egypt 


In the present instance, the operation 
pf the Convention upon the atlairs of Spain was a consideration 
bof primary interest 5 and in that view the inevitable effect of 
Sowe of the articles offers itself to my mind as liable to material 

ebjection. I trust that these reasons will vindicate me from the 

charge of presumption, in maintaining an opinion contradictory 

‘to that professed by so many most respectable officers ; for, 

even if the reasons be essentially erroneous, if they are conclu- 

Bive to my mind (as I must conscientiously affirm them to be), 


pit is a necessary consequence that I must disapprove the Con- 


ntion. 
; December 27, 1808. 
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ST4TEMENT of the FRENCH ARMIES in SPAIN. 


(FROM THE MORNING CHRONICLE.) 
- ‘ ——— 
. it has been said that the numbers of the French in Spain 
ave been exaggerated, and that they are by no means in 
the force which we yesterday stated. We shall most truly 
rejoice to have it ascertained that.our information is un- 
ue; but we have taken pains to verify the account. 


ccording to our information there were in the Western 
Pyrenees, at the time that Joser the Usurper re- Men, 
iveated from Madrid - - + += «+ = = = «- 42,900 
here were in the Kastera Pyrenees, that in Figueras, 
Belgarde, Montjticy &c. &e. about  - - ~ - 
Phere marched through Paris from Germany between 
the 15th and 30th September, the Corps of Ney 
sand Victron 4 << ese Behe Ses 
bere passed through Dijon at the same time, the 
Corps Of LEVEBYRE «- «*s's 2-2’ se 
hout the middle of October dea arrived at Bayonne, 
from Ttaly, the Division of SEBASTIsNI - - 
bad also arrived a body of Dutch troops + - 


Moira, General. 


15,000 


46,000 
23,000 


9,600 
6,000 


, 


BONAPARTE brought with him a part of his Imperial 
Guard, eStimated at + = + + «© = = «= « 
The late Bulletins have announced the arrival in Ca. 
talonia of St. Cyr’s Corps, from Italy, together 
with some regiments of the Confederation of the 
Rhine, estimated together at - -+. += + - = 80,000. 
To which are to be added the 5th and 8th Corps, 
(those of Soutt and Morrier), which are an- 
nounced to have passed the Bidassoa - -+- « - 
And the remains of Junot’s army, which by our ac- 
count was 15,000 men, but it is stated in the Spa- 
nish Papers at only - + = = = = = = «© = 


8,000 


46,000 


8,000 


Inali - - - 833,600 

The greatest part of this force Bovararre has marched 
from 1000 to 1400 miles distance, with the perfect know- 
ledge of our Government, but without an attempt en their 
part to be before him in the field. 

It is impossible for us, however, to state how many 
thousands Bonaparre may have lost in his various bat- 
tles, as well as by fatigue and disease; we kaow that these 
round numbers do not correctly tally with the reports that 
have been made by the active and vigilant Patarox (on 
the authority of his agents,) to the Supreme Junta; but 
they come near them. By his returns 70,000 men had 
passed the Bidassoa before the end of the first week in 
December. Add to these the force originally in Spain, as 
above stated; and the corps of Sounr, Monwer, Sr. 
Cyr, and Junov since arrived, and the number will be 
found little short of our statement. 

The manner in which the Emreron of the French com- 
poses his armies, and still more the manner in which he 
provides for their subsistence, excite the public attention, 
from the efficiency and order which appear to reign in 
every department of his service. It is certainly a sub- 
ject of real importance, and we should be happy if any 
well-informed Correspondent could enable us to satisfy the 
curiosity of our readers on this topic. 

In the meantime we will shortly state what we have 
been able to collect. 

Of all things, his Commissariat he regards as the most 
important. © Our readers will observe, that of ail his 
Princes, Dukes, and Peers, the man upow whom he has 


‘| conferred the most splendid estate is Berruier, whom he 


has created Prince of Neufchatel. To him, more than to 
any one of his Marshals, he owes the career of bis Victo- 
ries—for to him is owing the arrangement and distribution 
of the stores and provisions, without which no gallantry 
and no skill can be effective. The details of this depart- 
ment (that of the Quarter-Master-General) are reduced to 
a simplicity which deserves imitation. ‘The wonders it 
has produced have been displayed in'every country ‘which 
Naro.eon has over-rin—tor every where have his troops 
been well sepplied—and by the same means. He has 
never trusted for a supply of bread, for instance, to ‘tha 
scene of action. That is carried with him, and it is pre- 
pared in a way which preserves it from the changes incident 
to that which is composed originally of base material, -or 
which, for the profit of the Commissary, is but half baked 
in the camp. © He has‘no rival ¢andidates for the supply of 
provisions and stores—no advertizing for ten thousand 
pairs of shoes or blankets this day, and ten thousand to- 
morrow—no tenders dre called for, concealing the quan- 


tity of the material wanted; by which aj th 
are set to work to buy tp against one a soa 
enhance the priges in the market. . No viebeat node 
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of thepedete ‘of his Goveriment; but for axery indi- 
v article he has but, one single buyer, or fornisber; 
and he is andera real responsibility, because, the slightest 


detection of:itand-sabjects:hith 0 a Court Martial, whose sic | 
s&ilbace is insiantancous “and ifrevocable. | The ‘whore | | Generals of Brigate under hith. Tt ie eat Rares that 


. i process of their supply i# therefore carried ou with an in-| Bowaranre docs not afways adhere té his rule. The 
i spection the most vigotous’ aba the resotrees of chemistry | Dukes Marshals do not always aecompany their own corps. 
-# are brought in atdy of the serVico. Whatever shall best Thus Sover was hiireied in Spain, because hisygreat talents 

¢ thonght indispensible, although bis Corps fs one of 





they” wy vari 

Reg 25,000 men.) 4 
A Corps on od a “ 

shal, is aft arnvy, with ha Generals of 
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pared—and the least likely to disorder the stomach—it is 


the business efile edientific part of the Commissariat to 
, botty for man and horse. 

Accordingly, for vx nwoaths:Vefore: the artival of the} 
French armjes in Spain, rt epy 
at Bayonne to bake they may be kept for rage ee reamer apt 

a length of time; and the fortress of Pampeluna is his ge- 











; neral depot for ther and-other stores. Even for the horse, ACCIDENTS, OFF: OFFEN CES, Bes! 
J the barley meal, busk aud all, are ground down and baked | 
i it the form of-4! coarse cake, to prevent fermentation ; Tivo menvof the names of of Haake Bartholomew, the 
\ ued this, by beiig’‘steepedy:not Only ‘corrects’ the: water | ffmer 42 apholsteres's por ae oe bod 
Jf which the horse drive, ‘but by habit the animal eats it in’ Sayrrelicn St = POk Notes ee ecomcbingio tein tee as 
Die dade> The biectite er Paik, W'the séete mens; | eas. eco mee soan the wan pare the 
, ' same MANNeF, | roriér’s nose, they repaired. t6 a Spot-net far distant to fight. 
| boiled up with portable soup, give nourishment to-the sol- | A sanguinary battle took plare, “each: being inebriated and un- 
oF dler, at the same time that the. food is light, casy of di-| skilfuls and after having heed. : haif an hodr, the 
ti gestion, aud does not subject him to dysentery. it would | Coachman received a fall ov the head, ce ernest his éx- 
Ve be truly desirable to have ‘the Freach meee of supplying | istence. He was taken lifeless to the hospital. } 
4 their armies clearly explained. Mrs, Bachan, the widow of @ mervaotile gentleman,” Was 
MT th the contérnition of thelt it is altogetl semary: Pomtag on Menday night, at her house = Mesnt-gehew, 
3 we 
4} ci ai the Romi gi } AC se ate a Sees morning a man, who, by his 
k often words divisions. ruentioned hakit to have been a respectable 
at im the French balletins, iad then fo shareeaton : a couple of 
: rh tion, we confound these terms. It is esseutial to mark thous, He 
bi the d fference, shades te ‘be 
HB P eacegitenye se Peony 8 mages tgs yet do Me | 
“in arshal. It coasists of two divisions of infantry, aad one ether 
f divi ion of cay" ‘ry, besides its proportion of artillery, en- _ Para a Se ot Yes, : a 
# FY seb mes3p, guides, and commissariat, and is composed | op Wednesday morning, in O xford-streets. ‘He vib inant none 
“if is arm, and was seen daily iu- the tavite oat the: 
Two divisjuns of infantry, each commanded by a Gene- | West end of the town, $e 
ut ral of Division, Cqual in rank to our Licutenant-General. r ) 
MAR SrAben Seu 


is Satins tasts the ren! ; srs 


i} corned os Seed ot Regels.,ayeal i gakito. oo ‘ 
iB Each biigade of two 
Each regiment of three bettalions. 
aes ‘ovale ae 






company of 117 men. 0 J ) 

talions; so that each battalion has On Sanday last, oe | bath. A 
a SE SR Ae 990. Li. ek ie oe: born at Uttoxeter, in § flor 

battalion on mm arerage has 800. men, so that iN EE: | 


of Mag, 1785 ices 
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th of March, 1760, he 
: 4 gone 5 he 


we ry } he ¢ ho ah r* 176 


ad yal iy 


id ith the easiest carriage+—the least sus- | wer 
cept raf cle - bn mar the two which the Jast Bulletins state have just passed the - 
Bidassox, Boxaranre also detaches divisions of cavalry, | 
seve spay corps of ental as his ‘best sna- 
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